West Northamptonshire
Strategic Plan
Spatial Options Consultation
Online consultation events
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What is the Strategic Plan?
• A new Local Plan to guide development in West
Northamptonshire up to the year 2050

• It will replace the existing plan for the area known
as the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
(Part 1 Local Plan)
• A new plan is needed for a number of reasons:
➢
➢
➢
➢

existing plan is nearly 7 years old
changes to national policy e.g. standard method
for local housing need
respond to the opportunities presented by the
Oxford-Cambridge Arc
opportunity for the new council to set a new
ambition
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What is the scope of the consultation?

•

The spatial vision for West Northamptonshire in 2050

•

A set of spatial objectives to help achieve the vision

•

The housing and economic needs that
we need to plan for

•

A menu of potential spatial options that could be considered as part
of the development strategy for the area
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Spatial Vision
Leading role in the
economic success of
the OxfordCambridge Arc

Vibrant and
sustainable
communities with
access to services
and facilities

Enhanced by
sustainable growth
with net gain in
biodiversity, natural
capital and
accessible green
space

Thriving economy,
increased
productivity, growth
in innovation and
high-value sectors

Quality housing
to meet
everyone's
needs

Valued
landscapes
and high
quality
design

A balanced
economy that
provides jobs for all
our residents
People

Improved
education and
skill-levels

Active and
healthy
lifestyles

One of the bestconnected places

low carbon
economy
resilient and
adapted to
climate
change.
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Spatial Vision (Places)

Northampton

• Principal Urban Area
• Key Centre in the Arc Housing and
economic growth supported by
infrastructure and quality
environment
• Leading centre for culture,
commerce, leisure, education and
health
• history, innovation and regeneration
go hand in hand

Daventry

• Sub regional centre with market
town roots
• successful town centre and
commercial core
• economic strengths in engineering,
sustainable construction and
innovation
• well connected, community
focused and green

Brackley &
Towcester

• Rural service centres
• sustainable growth
• distinctive character,
heritage and environmental
assets

Rural areas

• network of vibrant well
connected villages, wider
choice of homes, jobs and
services to meet local
needs
• thriving rural economy
with enhanced natural
capital and distinctive
landscapes

5

Spatial Objectives
16 objectives linked to the priorities in the
council’s corporate plan:
•

Green and Clean: Climate Change, Green
Infrastructure and Natural Capital, Landscape, and
Heritage

•

Improved Life Chances: Education and Skills, Health
and Well-being, and Infrastructure and Development

•

Connected Communities: Connections, and Protecting
and Building Urban Communities

•

Thriving Villages and Towns: Supporting Town
Centres, Housing, and Supporting Rural Communities

•

Economic Development: Economic Advantage,
Specialist Business Development, Rural Diversification
and Employment, and The Visitor Economy
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Housing and Economic Needs
•

A Housing and Economic Needs Assessment (HENA)
has been undertaken looking at future needs
between 2020-2050

•

Economic needs: 228 hectares of employment
land. Taking into account the existing supply of sites
the residual need is around 48 hectares.
There may also be a need to accommodate
additional land for strategic logistics.

•
•

Housing needs: Local housing need is 2,139
dwellings per annum which equates to 64,170
dwellings between 2020-2050

•

The existing supply of houses equates to around
37,000 dwellings, and factoring in some contingency
would leave around 30,000 dwellings that we need
to plan for.
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Spatial Strategy Options
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A series of potential spatial options are presented
that could be considered as part of the spatial
strategy to meet the development needs of the area
These are potential options not preferred options
In all cases further technical work is required
We will not need to allocate all of the spatial options
to meet the identified development needs
The preferred strategy is likely to comprise elements
of several options.
This consultation is a key part of the process in
informing the council’s eventual choice of the
preferred spatial strategy.
The options put forward have been informed by a
Strategic Land Availability Appraisal, and
Sustainability Appraisal
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Spatial Option 1: Growth at Northampton

Focus further growth at Northampton in a continuation of the existing development strategy and
in recognition of Northampton’s status as the principal urban area.
• Spatial Option 1a - Northampton North – North of Buckton Fields – approx. 2000 dwellings
• Spatial Option 1b - Northampton North – East of Boughton – approx. 1500 dwellings

• Spatial Option 1c- Northampton North – West of Moulton – approx. 3000 dwellings
• Spatial Option 1d - Northampton North – North of Moulton – approx. 1600 dwellings
• Spatial Option 1e - Northampton South-East – approx. 3000 dwellings

• Spatial Option 1f - South of M1 Junction 15 – approx. 68ha employment land
• Spatial Option 1g - South M1 Junction 15a – approx. 65ha employment land
• Spatial Option 1h - Land at M1 Junction 16 – approx. 55ha employment land
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Spatial Option 1: Growth at Northampton
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Spatial Option 2: Growth at Daventry

This option would focus further growth at Daventry in a continuation of the
existing development strategy for West Northamptonshire and in
recognition of it’s current categorisation as a sub-regional centre.
• Spatial Option 2a - North of Daventry – approx. 1200 dwellings
• Spatial Option 2b - North and West of Daventry – approx. 90 hectares
employment
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Spatial Option 2: Growth at Daventry
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Spatial Option 3: Employment at M1 Jnc 18

This option would support further employment growth both in
terms of a specific expansion of DIRFT and a smaller scale
expansion to help serve DIRFT
• Spatial Option 3a - Land to the East of DIRFT – approx. 106ha
employment land
• Spatial Option 3b - Land at M1 Junction 18 – approx. 63ha
employment land
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Spatial Option 4: Growth at Brackley and Towcester

This option would distribute further growth at the historic market
towns of Brackley and Towcester in a continuation of the existing
development strategy for West Northamptonshire and in
recognition of these towns’ current categorisation as rural service
centres.
•

Spatial Option 4a - Brackley North West Expansion – approx.
3000 dwellings

•

Spatial Option 4b - Towcester South and Racecourse
Expansion – approx. 4250 dwellings
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Spatial Option 4: Growth at Brackley and Towcester
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Spatial Option 5: New Settlements

•

Options at Long Buckby and north-west of Milton Keynes have the potential to
come forward as new settlements:

•

Spatial Option 5a – Growth at Long Buckby – approx. 5,000 dwellings south of
Long Buckby

•

Spatial Option 5b - Growth at Milton Keynes North West/ Old Stratford –
approx. 6,000 dwellings

•

Further work on the potential for new settlements in the area is underway. If
other options not previously considered are identified, then these will be
subject to further consultation in early 2022.
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Spatial Option 5: south of Long Buckby
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Spatial Option 5: Milton Keynes North-West / Old Stratford
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Spatial Option 6: Rural Areas
•

Views are sought on the approach that
the plan should take to development in
rural areas

•

For example; if the planned rate of
growth set out in the existing Joint Core
Strategy were to be carried forward this
would equate to 7,860 dwellings up to
2050

•

Actual rates of growth in the last 10 years
have been higher, if these rates were
carried forward they would equate to
15,240 dwellings up to 2050
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Find out more
• Online – westnorthantsplan.inconsult.uk

• Hard copies – Council offices and libraries

Presentations and Q & As – via Teams
•

Thursday 21st October 6pm

•

Wednesday 27th October 6pm

•

Monday 1st November 6pm

Exhibition / Drop-in Events

•

Tuesday 2nd November – Wootton Community
Centre – 2pm-6pm

•

Wednesday 3rd November- Long Buckby
Community Centre – 4pm-6pm

•

Thursday 4th November – Daventry Leisure
Centre – 1pm-5.30pm

•

Tuesday 9th November – Moulton
Community Centre - 1pm-5.30pm

•

Wednesday 10th November – Brackley
Methodist Church - 2-6pm

•

Thursday 11th November – The Forum,
Towcester – 2-6pm

•

Wednesday 17th November – Deanshanger
Memorial Community Hall – 5.30-7.30pm
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How to comment/next steps
•

Online – westnorthantsplan.inconsult.uk

•

Email – strategicplan@westnorthants.gov.uk

•

Post – Strategic Plan, West Northamptonshire Council,
The Guildhall, St Giles Square, Northampton, NN1 1DE

•

Deadline for responses: midnight on Monday 6th
December 2021

•

Responses will be carefully considered and used to
inform the next stage of plan preparation.

•

Full draft plan consultation in summer 2022

•

Questions about the consultation: email
strategicplan@westnorthants.gov.uk or call: 0300 126
1900 (9am to 5pm – Mon – Fri)
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Questions?
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