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SA Matrices for the Preferred Choice SUEs and Alternative Options

Daventry
Daventry North East SUE (SA 08A, SA 08b, SA 08c and SA 08d)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to the town
centre, Southbrook residential area and Long Buckby rail station, in
accordance with Policy D3 in the JCS.

+/0

Furthermore, due to the demands the Daventry North East SUE will
make on the surrounding highway network the development will be
required to make a financial contribution to the A45 Daventry
Development Link to Northampton transport corridor relative to its
highway impact.
Although the eastern tip of this site meets the A5, this is only a very
small area of the site and the vast majority of the site is not within
close proximity of either the strategic road network or industrial areas;
therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to noise effect on new
residents/employees at this site.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible
effect is also likely in relation to air quality and an overall mixed (minor
positive and negligible) effect is likely overall.

2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
a) Protect the fabric
• Development that affects listed buildings,
and setting of
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
designated and
monuments, registered historic parks and
undesignated
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there is a very small area within the site near its
southern boundary which is classified as ‘Low Sensitivity’, and
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SA Objective
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

SA Score

Justification
development could therefore have a minor negative effect, although
further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
The southern boundary of this site is adjacent to (over the Daventry
Road) a large Scheduled Monument (Borough Hill, comprising two Iron
Age hill forts and a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows, a
Roman building complex and Barrow Cemetery). In addition another
Scheduled Monument (Site of Bannaventa) is approximately 250m from
the eastern tip of the site. Therefore a potential significant negative
effect is identified as development could have an effect on the setting of
this Scheduled Monument, although there is uncertainty attached as the
potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale, layout and
design of the new development and opportunities may exist to enhance
the setting of heritage features. It is also noted that there are several
listed buildings within 1km of the site, most of which are located in the
centre of Daventry to the south west.
The northern edge of the allocation runs along the Grand Union Canal.
The accompanying text to the Policy D3 states that a wide buffer of
open space is required to be retained along this northern edge which
includes strong landscape features such as Thrupp Covert. This
structural greenspace will serve to visually contain the built
development in the wider landscape as well as protecting the setting of
the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area. Furthermore, to the east,
measures are proposed to maintain clear separation between the
allocation and the village of Norton, including an extensive area of
structural green space which will also help to protect the setting of
Borough Hill Scheduled Ancient Monument.
Policy D3 also requires some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation. Whilst
development at this site has the potential to have a significant negative
effect on this SA objective, there is uncertainty attached as the
potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale, layout and
design of the new development and the exact nature of the
opportunities to enhance the setting of heritage features.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a) Maintain and
enhance the
structure and
function of habitats
and populations of
species, including
those specifically
protected. Enhance
and protect
greenspace
networks and
habitat connectivity,
including river and
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
designated wildlife sites protected species and
priority species / habitats within the
Northamptonshire BAP?
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
respect for and raising awareness of the
sensitivity of these sites?
• Development which includes the integration of
ecological conditions and contributes to
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
and urban areas?

4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
The Daventry Reservoir and Country Park Local Wildlife Site is within
the site in the south western boundary and the southern boundary of
the site is within approximately 350m of the Borough Hill Field Local
Wildlife Site. The Thrupp Covert Local Wildlife site is within the
boundary of the site, and both Daventry Reservoir and Country Park
and Borough Hill Field Local Wildlife Sites are within 1km of the
southern boundary of the site. There are also a number of Potential
Local Wildlife Sites immediately adjacent to, and within close proximity
to the site.

+/--?

Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that indicative structural greenspace along the
western edge of the allocation will allow for a green buffer strip and the
retention of planting along the eastern margins of the Daventry
reservoir, designated Conservation Area and Local Nature Reserve.
Plans for the extension of Daventry Country Park are also mentioned
alongside standard requirements for recreational open space, all of
which may create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to
habitat connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor
positive effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is
likely overall.

0
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The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
developments.
5. Education and training
a) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
b) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

Justification

In accordance with Policy N5 in the JCS the SUE would contain three
new primary school and 10 ha of land for a new secondary school to
accommodate the growth in demand created by the construction of an
additional 4,000 new dwellings on site.

++?

The new schools mean that people are more likely to be able to travel
to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by car to
schools further afield. However, due to the steep topography of the site
it may not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities,
therefore, it is not considered that there will be a significant positive
effect in terms of accessibility, only a minor positive effect although
there is some uncertainty attached..
In addition, the site is within walking distance of a number of schools
including William Parker Secondary School, Falconer’s Hill Infant School
and Falconer’s Hill Community Junior School to the south west, and
Abbey Junior School, Southbrook Junior School, Southbrook Infant and
Nursery School and Danetre Secondary School to the south. All of
these schools are located between 550m and 800m from the site.
Therefore, this site could have a potential significant positive effect on
this objective because it could be easier and more resource/cost
efficient to expand those existing facilities to accommodate new
residents as required, rather than building new schools within the SUE
area.

6. Energy and climatic
a) Continue to improve
energy efficiency of
dwellings.
b) Continue to increase
the provision of
‘affordable warmth’.
c) To decrease the
dependency on oil
for space heating.
d) Increase the local
renewable energy

factors
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
dwellings?
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
• A decrease in oil consumption.
• Major developments incorporating renewable
energy measures into the design.
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

SA Score

Justification

Daventry Country Park is adjacent to the south western edge of this
site. Monksfield Doctor’s Surgery is located approximately 760m and
Abbey House Medical Practice 550m to the south west and there is a
cycleway sits less than 800m away; a bridleway runs through the site,
and there is a public footpath within 100m of the far eastern tip of the
SUE site.

++

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of new health centre within a new local
centre to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional
4,000 new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain open
space and leisure provision, including an extension to Daventry Country
Park, and new structured green spaces and sustainable transport links,
such as walking and cycling facilities, to neighbouring areas. Together
these new facilities will have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.
Overall, the site may have a significant positive effect because of the
potential for new residents to use existing facilities and recreational
areas as well as new ones.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated; however, therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.
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SA Objective
a) Ensure that the
quality, character
and local
distinctiveness of
the landscape, and
the features within
them are conserved
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
highest level of policy protection, make
appropriate provision for their economic and
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
objectives?
• Encourage development which considers the
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification
This site is mainly within an area that is classed as being of low-medium
sensitivity; however the southern part of the site is classed as being of
high-medium sensitivity. Therefore development here could have a
significant negative effect on landscape character. However, this
potential effect is uncertain as the exact impacts on the landscape will
depend on factors relating to the specific design and layout of the new
development.
Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
coalescence.

+/--?

The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan, incorporating structural green space and
open space for recreation. The northern edge of the allocation runs
along the Grand Union Canal. The SUE policy’s accompanying text
mentions the need for a wide buffer of open space along the site’s
northern edge which includes strong landscape features such as Thrupp
Covert. This structural greenspace will serve to visually contain the built
development in the wider landscape as well as protecting the setting of
the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area. An eastern strategic
landscape buffer will also ensure development is kept to the west of the
ridge and within the shallow bowl landscape feature. Finally, an
extensive area of structural green space is proposed in this location to
contain the development and to provide space for planting to reduce the
visual impact of development in this location on views form Norton.
Together, these plans could have a minor positive effect in improving
the low quality of the landscape and mitigating the potential negative
effects of developing an SUE on land of high-medium landscape
sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both minor positive and significantly negative) and is currently
uncertain as effects will depend on the final design of the SUE and the
extent to which appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative
landscape impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site would accommodate approximately 4,000 new homes. It is
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SA Objective
the housing needs of
the local people.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

SA Score

Justification
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
++

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

The supporting text to the policy mentions the opportunity to support
the communities at Southbrook with access to local services and
facilities provided within the new SUE, stressing the need for walking,
cycling and public transport between the SUE and Southbrook.
The policy for this SUE also specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
effect is likely in relation to providing access for all to social
opportunities, including for both residents of the new housing and
residents of adjacent neighbourhoods (particularly where they may
currently be deprived in terms of access to services) as they will be able
to make use of new facilities in the SUE.

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

The SUE is on greenfield land, therefore, it is assumed that it would
have no effect on land contamination.

--?

Approximately half of this site is classified as being Grade 3 agricultural
land, with the remainder being Grade 2. Therefore, development of this
site would have a significant negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is greenfield which would contribute further to the likely
negative effect identified. The site also includes some areas which are
classed as Category C in relation to land instability, which means that
those are areas where slope instability problems may be present or
anticipated, and it is recommended that site investigation at the
planning application stage should consider specifically the slope stability
of the site. Therefore, there could also be a further minor negative
effect in relation to land instability at this site, although this is uncertain
as more detailed ground instability investigation would need to be
undertaken at the planning application stage.
This site does not include any Local Geological Sites.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?

0

This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

15. Water
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
In accordance with the Policy D3 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.

0

Although a very small area along the north western border of this site is
within flood zone 3, the vast majority of the site is outside of higher risk
flood zones. Policy D3 states that the SUE will include open space and
its accompanying text refer to plans for the allocation of greenspace
alongside the reservoir when the flood zones (2 and 3) are located,
ensuring that these flood areas remain free from development. To the
north of the reservoir, the extension of the country park ensures the
dam break area is kept free from any development.
Therefore, overall, there is a negligible effect on this objective.

A11-9
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Brackley
Brackley East SUE (BJO-04)
SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for safe walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy B2 in
the JCS.

+/-

The eastern boundary of this site is adjacent to the A43, whilst the
northern most part of the western boundary is adjacent to an industrial
area, which could result in noise disturbance for residents; therefore a
minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely. However, the
supporting text of the SUE policy states that development proposals
should consider a landscape buffer to mitigate any noise impacts.
However, the policy also specifies that the development will make
provision for improvements at the A43 Brackley junctions. Therefore,
while these improvements may have benefits for local air quality and
noise levels (as they will help to mitigate the effects of the SUE on the
local highways network), they may also serve to indirectly encourage
and facilitate car use.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible
effect is likely in relation to air quality and an overall mixed (minor
positive and minor negative) effect is likely overall.

2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
a) Protect the fabric
• Development that affects listed buildings,
and setting of
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
designated and
monuments, registered historic parks and
undesignated
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
archaeological sites,
settings)?
monuments,
• Development being steered to where it can be
structures and
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
buildings, registered
• Distinctive development that is well related to
Historic Parks and
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The site is within an area classed as low sensitivity in terms of cultural
heritage, and development could therefore have an uncertain minor
negative effect, although further investigation would be needed at the
planning application stage. However, some of the site was not covered
in the Brackley Landscape Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study,
therefore there is uncertainty about heritage assets in the north west
area of the site outside of the study area.
It is noted that the western boundary of the site is within 100m of

A11-10
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SA Objective
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
Brackley Conservation Area, and within 250m and 1km of many listed
buildings, most of which are located in the centre of Brackley around
the road High Street. The closest listed building is Vine Cottage which
is a Grade II Listed Building, located approximately 156m away.
Policy B2 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, but no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.

+/--?

Brackley Railway Embankment Local Wildlife Site is located within the
boundary of the site, as is one Potential Local Wildlife Site. There are
also Potential Local Wildlife Sites located to the north, east and south of
the site. Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that greenspace and wildlife corridors will be
incorporated which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and
will contribute to habitat connectivity; therefore the site is expected to
have a minor positive effect on this element of the objective and a
mixed effect is likely overall.
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SA Objective

4.
a)

5.
a)

b)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
Crime and community safety
To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
Education and training
Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

Justification

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

Policy B2 contains no plans to construct educational facilities within the
allocation.

-?

There are two schools within walking distance of the site, Brackley
Church Of England Junior School 550m to the west and Bracken Leas
Primary School 780m to the west. It could therefore be easier and
more resource/cost efficient to expand the school to accommodate new
residents as required, rather than building new schools within the SUE
area. However, while the site is within walking distance of two existing
schools, due to the steep topography of the site it may not be an easy
walking distance for all ages and abilities.
Furthermore, there are no mainstream secondary schools within close
proximity to the site. Secondary pupils may therefore still need to
travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known whether the
nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to accommodate
growing demand. This, combined with the potential accessibility issues
suggests that this SUE is likely to have a minor negative effect against
this objective. There will always be some uncertainty attached to this
effect due to a lack of information about existing capacity and the
potential to expand existing schools/colleges in the area.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
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SA Objective

b)

c)

d)

7.
a)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
Health and well being
To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

SA Score

Justification
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services such as a primary care
centre and/or a new nursing home within a new local centre to meet the
demand created by the construction of an additional 350 new dwellings
on site. In addition, the SUE will contain new structured green spaces
and sustainable transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to
neighbouring areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive
effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.

+

The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces as well as Brackley Park less than 500m to the west. In
addition, the site is connected to one footpath and is within walking
distance of two others and a bridleway. Brackley Cottage Hospital is
450m to the west; also there is a doctor’s surgery further to the north,
550m to the west of the site. Being in close proximity to existing
recreational areas as well as new facilities developed on the SUE sites
could have a minor positive effect on this objective.
Furthermore, while the site is within walking distance (800m) of
existing amenity spaces, footpaths and health facilities, due to the steep
topography of the site it may not be an easy walking distance for all
ages and abilities, therefore, it is not considered that there will be a
significant positive effect in terms of accessibility.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a)

9.
a)

b)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
Landscape and townscape
Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

++

Justification
The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate 9.4ha of
local employment land and new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE, which is likely to have a significant positive effect on the
objective. The fact that the SUE will provide these employment
opportunities alongside the new housing will have further minor positive
effects in relation to minimising travel distances and enabling easier
access to employment opportunities.

The site is classed as an area being of high and high-medium
sensitivity. Therefore the development could have a significant
negative effect on landscape character. However, this potential effect is
uncertain as the exact impacts on the landscape will depend on factors
relating to the specific design and layout of the new development.
Indeed, the supporting text for policy B2 stresses the importance of the
layout and design of the development reflecting the existing character,
form and pattern of the landscape.

+/--?

Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
cohesion.
The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and space for recreation, which would have a
minor positive effect in improving the low quality of the landscape and
mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE on
greenfield land. Overall, the effects on this objective are mixed (minor
positive/significant uncertain negative).

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site would accommodate approximately 350 new homes. It is
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SA Objective
the housing needs of
the local people.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

SA Score

Justification
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that health care facilities such as a
primary care centre and/or a nursing care home would be constructed
on site alongside the new dwellings. The policy also states that an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle links to
Brackley business district. Therefore, a minor positive effect on this
objective is likely.
The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

+

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new health care facility such as a primary care centre
and/or a nursing care home. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely
in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining Brackley business centre. Therefore, a minor
positive effect is likely in relation to providing access to social and
employment opportunities, including for both residents of the new
housing and residents of adjacent neighbourhoods (particularly where
they may currently be deprived in terms of access to services) as they
will be able to make use of new facilities in the SUE.

13. Soil, geology and land use
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a) Reduce land
contamination, and
safeguard soil and
geological quality
and quantity.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
are above the national target of 60%?
• Development that protects soil processes and
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

SA Score

Justification
The SUE site is on greenfield land, therefore, it is assumed that it would
have no effect on land contamination.
The site is predominantly classified as being Grade 3 agricultural land,
and is predominantly on greenfield land. Therefore development of this
site would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
No Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) are located within or in close
proximity to the site.

-/0

The site is predominantly classed as Category B for ground instability,
with a small area in the south of the site classed as Category C. The
site is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on ground instability.
Overall a mixed effect (minor negative and negligible) is likely overall.
Some areas of West Northamptonshire have been designated as
Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas in the Northamptonshire
Final Draft Minerals and Waste Local Plan (September 2013). These are
known locations of specific minerals resources that need to be
safeguarded from sterilisation by non-mineral development. This does
not mean that development cannot occur in these locations, but that
the County Council will need to be consulted to determine whether prior
extraction of the mineral resource is required before development. As
such, no effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding geological
quantity.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.
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SA Objective
15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification

In accordance with the SUE policy the SUE would include appropriate
flood risk management assessment and management measures,
including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.

0
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A very small area in southern point of the site is within flood zones 2
and 3; however almost all of the site is outside of flood zones 2 and 3
therefore a negligible effect on flood risk is likely. Policy B2 states that
the SUE will include green space which would limit the marginal risk of
flooding on site.
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Brackley North SUE (BJO-05)
SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for safe walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy B2 in
the JCS.

+/-/0?

Although the eastern area of the site is within close proximity to the
A43, this is only a small area of the site and the majority of the site is
not within close proximity of either strategic roads or industrial areas;
therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to noise effects on new
residents/employees at this site. However, the proposed allocation
would include the construction of direct road access between
Northampton Road and Halse Road, which may increase the amount of
noise within the area, but the effects of this road are uncertain.
However, the policy also specifies that the development will make
provision for improvements at the A43 Brackley junctions. Therefore,
while these improvements may have benefits for local air quality and
noise levels (as they will help to mitigate the effects of the SUE on the
local highways network), they may also serve to indirectly encourage
and facilitate car use.
The site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible
effect is likely in relation to air quality and an overall mixed effect
(minor positive, minor negative and uncertain negligible) is likely
overall.

2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
a) Protect the fabric
• Development that affects listed buildings,
and setting of
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
designated and
monuments, registered historic parks and
undesignated
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
archaeological sites,
settings)?
monuments,
• Development being steered to where it can be
structures and
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
buildings, registered
• Distinctive development that is well related to
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The site contains areas classed as being of medium sensitivity and low
sensitivity in terms of cultural heritage and development could therefore
have an uncertain minor negative effect, although further investigation
would be needed at the planning application stage. However, some of
the site was not covered in the Brackley Landscape Sensitivity and
Green Infrastructure Study, therefore there is uncertainty about
heritage assets in the south east area of the site outside of the study
area.
December 2013

SA Objective
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification

It is noted that the southern boundary of the site is located within 1km
of many listed buildings, most of which are located in the centre of
Brackley around the road High Street. The closest listed building is 109
High Street which is a Grade II Listed Building and is located
approximately 575m away. In addition the southern boundary of the
site is located approximately 490m from Brackley Conservation Area.
Policy B2 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, but no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.
The northern boundary of the site is within 250m of the Helmdon
Disused Railway SSSI. Additionally the northern boundary is within 1km
of the Fox Covert Local Wildlife Site located to the north east of the site,
and the Brackley Railway Embankment Local Wildlife Site to the south
east. There are also two Potential Local Wildlife Sites to the east of the
site. Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation and the supporting text
mentions that the design and layout of the allocation should maintain
the integrity of Helmdon Disused Railway SSSI, which extends south
towards the site.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
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SA Objective

c)

4.
a)

5.
a)

b)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

Plan habitats within
the area.
Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
Crime and community safety
To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
Education and training
Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

Justification
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with Policy B3 in the JCS the SUE would contain one new
primary school to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 1,380 new dwellings on site.

++/-?

The fact that a new school is to be provided within the SUE itself would
also mean that people are more likely to be able to travel to school on
foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by car to schools
further afield.
Policy B3 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that none of the existing schools within walking
distance (Bracken Leas Primary School 450m to the south and Brackley
Church Of England Junior School 640m to the south) of the site are
mainstream secondary schools. Secondary pupils may therefore still
need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
attached.

6. Energy and climatic
a) Continue to improve
energy efficiency of
dwellings.
b) Continue to increase
the provision of
‘affordable warmth’.
c) To decrease the
dependency on oil
for space heating.
d) Increase the local
renewable energy
generating capacity.

factors
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
dwellings?
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
• A decrease in oil consumption.
• Major developments incorporating renewable
energy measures into the design.
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

0

7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

++

While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within a new local centre
to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional 1,380
new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain sport and
leisure provision and new structured green spaces and sustainable
transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to neighbouring
areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive effect in
relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces. Brackley Cottage Hospital is 750m to the south. In addition,
there are two doctor’s surgeries within a reasonable walking distance,
530m and 580m to the south. Being in close proximity to existing
facilities and recreational areas as well as new ones developed on the
SUE sites could have a significant positive effect on this objective.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
December 2013

SA Objective
culture of enterprise
and innovation.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
harming the environment.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
b) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated; however, therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

The site is mainly within an area that is classed as being of highmedium sensitivity but does have a strip classed as being of high
sensitivity running north to south through the site along Helmdon
Disused Railway SSSI. Therefore the development could have a
significant negative effect on landscape character. However, this
potential effect is uncertain as the exact impacts on the landscape will
depend on factors relating to the specific design and layout of the new
development. Indeed, the supporting text for policy B2 stresses the
importance of the layout and design of the development reflecting the
existing character, form and pattern of the landscape.
+/--?

Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
cohesion.
The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and space for recreation, which would have a
minor positive effect. Overall the effects are mixed (minor
positive/significant uncertain negative).

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
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This site would accommodate approximately 1,000 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

SA Score

Justification
specifies that 40% of new housing developments in Brackley must be
affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre, containing retail,
community and health facilities (as specified in the policy for this site).
The policy also states that an integrated transport network including
walking and cycle links would be provided – this will ensure that new
residents have easy and safe access to community facilities, even those
without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
++

+

-/0
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The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include health, retail and
community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive
effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.
The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including safe walking and cycle routes,
with strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Brackley town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
The SUE site is on greenfield land, therefore, it is assumed that the
location of the SUEs would have a negligible effect on land
December 2013

SA Objective
safeguard soil and
geological quality
and quantity.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
are above the national target of 60%?
• Development that protects soil processes and
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

SA Score

Justification
contamination.
The entire site is classified as being Grade 3 agricultural land, therefore
development of this site would have a minor negative effect on
preserving soil quality.
No Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) are located within or in close
proximity to the site.
The site is entirely classed as Category B for ground instability, and is
likely to have a negligible effect on ground instability. Therefore,
overall a mixed effect (minor negative and negligible) is likely overall.
Some areas of West Northamptonshire have been designated as
Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas in the Northamptonshire
Final Draft Minerals and Waste Local Plan (September 2013). These are
known locations of specific minerals resources that need to be
safeguarded from sterilisation by non-mineral development. This does
not mean that development cannot occur in these locations, but that
the County Council will need to be consulted to determine whether prior
extraction of the mineral resource is required before development. As
such, no effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding geological
quantity.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?

+?

• Development where adequate water supply, foul

0
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This site is predominantly greenfield land but does include an area of
previously developed land adjacent to Northampton Road; therefore
there may be opportunities to re-use existing building materials during
construction which could have a minor positive effect on this objective
although there is uncertainty attached as specific opportunities will not
be known until detailed development proposals are put forward.

In accordance with the SUE policy the SUE would include appropriate
December 2013

SA Objective
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
a) Reduce risk of
flooding.
b) Improve efficiency of
water use.
c) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
flood risk management assessment and management measures,
including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site is located outside of flood zones 2, 3a and 3b and is therefore
likely to have a negligible effect.
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Towcester
Towcester South SUE (TJO_09a, TJO_09b and TJO_09c)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for safe walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy T3 in
the JCS.
+/-

The site borders the A43 to the west which runs north towards
Northampton and south towards Silverstone and the A5 to the east.
Policy T3 outlines plans for improvements to the A43 and the
construction of a new relief road on the A5. Both are essential. These
strategic routes could result in noise disturbance for residents that
would have a minor negative effect on this objective; however the
supporting text states that the design and layout of the development
should ensure that residential areas are not subject to unacceptable
levels of traffic noise associated with the existing A43 and A5 and the
proposed relief road.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible
effect is likely in relation to air quality and an overall mixed (minor
positive and minor negative) effect is likely overall.
There are no AQMAs within close proximity to the site.
Overall, development on the site is likely to have a mixed effect on the
objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The site contains an area classed as being of medium to low sensitivity
in terms of cultural heritage and development could therefore have an
uncertain minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage.
There are listed buildings within 250m of the site; the Easton Neston
Registered Park and Garden almost borders the site at its north eastern
edge, but for the A5 between them. In addition, the site is 500m to the
south of the Towcester Conservation Area with its many listed buildings
A11-26
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SA Objective
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
and Scheduled monuments.

-?

+/--?

Policy T3 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation. Whilst no
specific mitigation is mentioned with regards to conserving the setting
of heritage assets, the supporting text to the SUE policy states that new
development should ‘respect the setting of nearby designated heritage
assets which include Easton Neston registered park and garden, listed
buildings, and conservation areas’. However, there is uncertainty
attached to the potential significant negative effect as the potential for
negative effects will depend on the exact scale, layout and design of the
new development, which will not be known until a later stage.
Burcote Wood Local Wildlife Site and ancient woodland lies less than
100m to the south. In addition, there is a Potential Local Wildlife Site,
Towcester Mill Meadows, less than 500m to the north of the site.
Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation and the supporting text
assures that appropriate green infrastructure corridors and other links
should be provided.
The policy also specifies that a new town park to the south of Towcester
could be incorporated into the allocation, including structural
greenspace and wildlife corridors which may help to create new areas of
BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat connectivity; therefore the
site is expected to have a minor positive effect on this element of the
objective and a mixed effect is likely overall.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
a) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
b) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0
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The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with policy T3 the SUE would contain two new primary
schools and one new secondary school to accommodate the growth in
demand created by the construction of an additional 3,000 new
dwellings on site. Therefore all sites will have at least a minor positive
effect on this objective.

++?

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and

Justification

0
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There are two schools within a reasonable walking distance of the SUE,
Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School 240m to the north west and
Towcester Church of England Primary School 570m to the north. It
could therefore be easier and more resource/cost efficient to expand the
school to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building
new schools within the SUE area. In combination with the new
educational facilities provided by the SUE site, additional access to
existing educational facilities is likely to have a significant positive effect
on the objective, although there is some uncertainty attached.
While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
December 2013

SA Objective
dependency on oil
for space heating.
d) Increase the local
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

Justification
SUE is currently uncertain.

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

++

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within two new local
centres built to meet the local needs of the additional 3,000 new
dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain sport and leisure
provision, including a new town park, and new structured green spaces
and sustainable transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to
neighbouring areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive
effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within walking distance of several green amenity spaces,
footpaths and a bridleway, as well as a doctor’s surgery 520m to the
north. It is also connected to three footpaths. Being in close proximity
to existing facilities and recreational areas as well as the new ones that
be developed on the SUE could have a significant positive effect on this
objective.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

++

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate 15.5 ha of
employment land. Two local centres will also provide additional retail,
community and health service jobs within the area. These employment
opportunities are likely to have a significant positive effect on this
objective. The fact that the SUE will provide these employment
opportunities alongside the new housing will have further minor positive
effects in relation to minimising travel distances and enabling easier
access to employment opportunities.

The site is assessed as being of medium to high sensitivity, with some
A11-29
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SA Objective
quality, character
and local
distinctiveness of
the landscape, and
the features within
them are conserved
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
highest level of policy protection, make
appropriate provision for their economic and
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
objectives?
• Encourage development which considers the
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

+/--?

Justification
small pockets of low sensitivity landscape to the west. Overall, it is
judged that development within the site would have a significant
negative effect on landscape character and features, although, in all
cases, potential negative effects will be uncertain as the exact impacts
on the landscape will depend on factors relating to the specific design
and layout of the new development. Indeed, the supporting text for
Policy T3 stresses the importance of the layout and design of the
development to protect the existing character and setting of Wood
Burcote.
The development of this site has the potential to result in settlement
coalescence with Wood Burcote hamlet, therefore a potential significant
negative effect is identified for this objective.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and space for recreation, which would have a
minor positive effect. Overall the effects are mixed (minor
positive/significant uncertain negative).

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 3,000 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 40% of new housing developments in Towcester must be
affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of two new local centres, containing
retail, community and health facilities (as specified in the policy for this
site). The policy also states that an integrated transport network
including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will ensure
that new residents have easy and safe access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
A11-30
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SA Objective
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score

above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate two new local centres which would include health, retail and
community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive
effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including safe walking and cycle routes,
with strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Towcester town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities and services in the SUE.
The SUE site option is on greenfield land, therefore it would have no
effect on land contamination.

-/0

The SUE site is on graded as Grade 3 Agricultural Land, therefore its
development is likely to have a minor negative effect.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category B; therefore there is a
negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
December 2013

SA Objective
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?
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SA Score

Justification
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy T3 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
This particular site contains a small tributary of the River Tove,
Silverstone Brook, which runs through the centre of Towcester to the
north. Less than 5% of the site is covered by flood zones 2 and 3;
therefore, development in this location is predicted to have a minor
negative effect on this objective. This will ultimately be dependent on
how development is distributed within the site, i.e. whether the area at
risk is built on, which is uncertain.
-?
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Northampton
The matrices below relate to the three options for the distribution of development at Northampton: as set out in the submitted JCS, the Preferred Choice and the
NCC option. The SA matrices in this section relate to the different ‘components’ of each option, i.e. the different housing figures for each SUE and the different
urban capacity figures. The title of each matrix states which option(s) it is relevant to.
Northampton North SUE (2,000 dwellings as per submitted JCS)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre. A multi-modal
interchange would also be incorporated into the development.
However, the policy also specifies that the development must contribute
to highway improvements, including at Round Spinney roundabout, and
improvements to the A43 Northampton to Kettering corridor.
Therefore, while these improvements may have benefits for local air
quality and noise levels (as they will help to mitigate the effects of the
SUE on the local highways network), they may also serve to indirectly
encourage and facilitate car use.
The site is bordered by a strategic road (the A43 south to Northampton
and north to Kettering) at its western edge, which could result in noise
disturbance for residents.
There are no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site, which could
result in negative effects associated with reduced air quality.
Overall, the SUE is therefore likely to have a mixed (minor positive and
minor negative) effect on this objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
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The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are three small areas of the site, which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and therefore development could
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage.
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SA Objective
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

-?

Justification
It is also noted that there is one listed building (Grade II Pytchley
Gates) bordering the site. The Moulton Conservation Area, which
contains dozens of listed buildings, is less than 500m to the west of the
site. In addition, the historic villages of Moulton and Overstone lie
either side of the Northampton North SUE although the supporting text
to the policy specifies that their setting and character must not be
adversely affected by the proposed development.
While the policy provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, no
mitigation is provided in the policy itself for potential effects on other
features. However, there is uncertainty attached to the potential minor
negative effect as the potential for negative effects will depend on the
exact scale, layout and design of the new development, which will not
be known until a later stage.

+/--?

Colman Leys Potential Local Wildlife Site is partially located within the
site. In addition, the site borders the Cowpasture Spinney Local Wildlife
Site and two other Potential Local Wildlife Sites at is eastern edge,
Crowfields Common Local Nature Reserve is located less than 250m
from the site’s western boundary. Therefore, development at this site
has the potential to have a significant negative effect on biodiversity,
although this is uncertain as the potential for effects will depend on the
exact nature and design of the new development which will not be
known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors
(incorporating Cowpasture Spinney and Coleman Leys) which may help
to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
a) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
b) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

Justification
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

0

++?

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

The policy for this SUE specifies that school provision would be made to
cater for the needs of the development. The fact that school provision
is to be provided within the SUE itself would also mean that people are
more likely to be able to travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather
than needing to travel by car to schools further afield. However, the
policy does not specify whether the school places would be for both
primary and secondary stage students and it is noted that the only
existing school within walking distance (600m) of the site is a primary
school; therefore if secondary provision is not made at the site, older
pupils may therefore still need to travel by car to access existing
schools and it is not known whether the nearest secondary schools have
adequate capacity to accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall significant positive effect of the SUE on this
objective is uncertain.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
December 2013

SA Objective
b) Continue to increase
the provision of
‘affordable warmth’.
c) To decrease the
dependency on oil
for space heating.
d) Increase the local
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• A decrease in oil consumption.
• Major developments incorporating renewable
energy measures into the design.
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

Justification
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?
++

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing doctor’s surgeries etc.
nearby becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an
integrated transport network including walking and cycle links will be
provided, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles.
The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and a footpath and the policy for the site specifies that open space
would be incorporated into the SUE. This will have a further positive
effect on facilitating active outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate 10 ha of
local employment land, meaning that a significant positive effect on this
objective is likely. The fact that the SUE will provide these employment
opportunities alongside the new housing will have further positive
effects in relation to minimising travel distances and enabling easier
access to employment opportunities.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
b) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

-/+?

Justification

This site is in an area of medium to low landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site could have a minor
negative effect on landscape character and features. However, the
policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium landscape sensitivity.
The development of the site would reduce the area of greenfield land
between Northampton and the village of Overstone, although there
would still be some greenfield land between them; therefore the effect
on settlement cohesion is judged to be negligible for this objective.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

++

This site would accommodate approximately 2,000 new homes, and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H2: Affordable Housing
which specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the
Northampton Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links, and a multi-modal
interchange would be provided – this will ensure that new residents
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
have easy access to community facilities, even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

++

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. A multi-modal interchange would also be
provided as part of the development. Therefore, a minor positive effect
is likely in relation to providing access for all to social opportunities,
including for both residents of the new housing and residents of
adjacent neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be
deprived in terms of access to services) as they will be able to make
use of new facilities in the SUE.
This site is mostly greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that
development here would have no effect on land contamination.

--/0
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Just under half of this site is located on Grade 3 agricultural land, while
around 55% of the site is classed as Grade 2. Therefore, the
development proposed here is likely to have a significant negative effect
in relation to safeguarding soil quality.
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B in relation to
land instability; therefore there is a negligible risk of ground instability
at the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

A small stream runs along and in to part of the southern and eastern
boundary of the site; however the area of flood zones 2, 3a and 3b
within the site is very small (less than 2%); therefore development of
the SUE is likely to have a negligible effect on flood risk, particularly
because the SUE will include open space - this will ensure that there are
still areas of permeable surfaces within the site and will help to reduce
the potential impacts on runoff of development on this largely greenfield
site. The policy also specifies that flood water management will be
incorporated into the development.

December 2013

SA Objective
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
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Justification

December 2013

Northampton North SUE (3,500 dwellings as per Preferred Choice)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
d) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
e) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
f) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N3 in
the JCS. Furthermore, the policy requires new highway infrastructure,
specifically a new road through the SUE from Round Spinney
Roundabout to Overstone Road, which would be paid for through
contributions associated with the SUE’s development.
In addition, policy N3 and the accompanying text to the policy states
the need for the SUE to deliver a Local Multi Modal Interchange colocated with a local centre providing a high quality bus service
(connecting to the town centre and westward towards Moulton and
Moulton Park employment area) together with car and cycle parking
provision. Furthermore, off-site highway improvements will be required
locally, including at Round Spinney roundabout, and improvements to
the A43 Northampton to Kettering corridor.
The site is bordered by a strategic road (the A43 south to Northampton
and north to Kettering) at its western edge, which could, in combination
with the significant infrastructure works planned in the SUE, result in
noise disturbance for residents.
There are no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site.
Therefore, overall, the site has potentially mixed effects for this
objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
b) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are three small areas of the site, which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and therefore development could
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage.
It is also noted that there is one listed building (Grade II Pytchley
Gates) bordering the site. The Moulton Conservation Area, which
A11-41
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SA Objective
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
d) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
e) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
f) Maintain and
improve the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
-?

Justification
contains dozens of listed buildings, is less than 500m to the west of the
site.
Policy N3 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation. In
addition, the supporting text to the policy notes the SUE’s close
proximity to the historic villages of Moulton and Overstone either side of
the SUE, stating that their setting and character must not be adversely
affected by the proposed development. Overall, there is uncertainty
attached to the potential minor negative effect as they will depend on
the exact scale, layout and design of the new development, which will
not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

250m to the west of the SUE and to the rear of houses fronting Ashley
Lane lies Crowfields Common Local Nature Reserve and within the
SUE itself Cowpasture Spinney forms a Local Wildlife Site and running
along the southern boundary encompassing Coleman Leys is a
Potential Wildlife Site. In addition, there are two other Potential Local
Wildlife Sites at is eastern edge. Therefore, development at this site has
the potential to have a significant negative effect on biodiversity,
although this is uncertain as the potential for effects will depend on the
exact nature and design of the new development which will not be
known until a later stage. However, it is also recognised that
opportunities may exist to enhance biodiversity through appropriate
design and the incorporation of biodiversity enhancement measures into
the development. Indeed, the policy for the SUE specifies that an
ecological assessment of the site will be required, as well as any
necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
b) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
c) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
d) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

Justification

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with policy N3 the SUE would contain primary school
provision to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 3,500 new dwellings on site. Therefore all
sites will have at least a minor positive effect on this objective.
++/-?

Policy N3 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that the closest secondary school is Moulton
Secondary, 1.2km to the west. Secondary pupils may therefore still
need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand. Thus, the absence of secondary school
provision within the SUE is likely to have a minor negative effect against
this objective.
The closest school to the site is Overstone Primary School 275m to the
east, which is a reasonable walking distance. The s u p p o r t i n g t e x t
t o t h e S U E p o l i c y a l s o s t a t e s t h a t t h e SUE is well related to
Moulton College, the University of Northampton and Northampton
College. It could therefore be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand the primary schools to accommodate new residents as required,
rather than building new schools within the SUE area.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
e) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
f) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
g) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
h) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
b) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

0

++

While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within at least one new
local centre built to meet the local needs of the additional 3,500 new
dwellings on site, which is likely to have a minor positive effect on this
objective. In addition, the SUE will contain sport and leisure provision,
including a new town park, and new structured green spaces and
sustainable transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to
neighbouring areas. Together these new facilities will have a minor
positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces and is connected to two footpath. Being in close proximity to
existing recreational areas as well as new facilities developed on the
SUE sites could have a significant positive effect on this objective.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
b) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this site states that the SUE would include a dedicated
employment area of about 10 ha, which is assumed to be in addition to
the opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. Therefore the SUE is likely to have a significant positive
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SA Objective
and innovation.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
c) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
d) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score
++

Justification
effect against this objective.
The fact that the SUE will provide these employment opportunities
alongside the new housing will have further minor positive effects in
relation to minimising travel distances and enabling easier access to
employment opportunities. Indeed, the supporting text to the policy
notes that the SUE is well located in terms of access to existing
employment areas of Round Spinney and Moulton Park Business Centre.

The site is in an area of medium to high landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site would have a
significant negative effect on landscape character and features,
although potential negative effects will be uncertain as the exact
impacts on the landscape will depend on factors relating to the specific
design and layout of the new development.
+/--?

Cowpasture Spinney, a tree belt some 50m to 60m wide, borders
the eastern edge of the SUE and to the south east there is a second
tree belt approximately 35m wide known as Coleman Leys. Due to the
landscape features and topography the SUE has a high level of
visual containment although this diminishes to the north of the site.
The development of the site would also significantly reduce the area of
greenfield land between Northampton and the village of Overstone,
although there would still be some greenfield land between them;
therefore the effect is judged to be negligible for this objective.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and space for recreation, which would have a
minor positive effect. Overall the effects are mixed (minor
positive/significant uncertain negative).

10. Material assets
b) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
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This site would accommodate approximately 3,500 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

SA Score

Justification
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of at least one new local centre,
containing retail, community and health facilities (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy and safe access to community
facilities, even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
b) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
b) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
b) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate at least one new local centre which would include health,
retail and community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant
positive effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.
The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including safe walking and cycle routes,
with strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities and services in the SUE.
The SUE site is on greenfield land so it is assumed that it would have no
effect on land contamination.
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SA Objective
geological quality
and quantity.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development that protects soil processes and
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

SA Score

--/0

Justification
The SUE site is on approximately 55% Grade 2 Agricultural Land and
45% Grade 3 Agricultural Land. Therefore, its development is likely to
have a significant negative effect.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B; therefore there
is a negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
b) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
e) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
f) Reduce risk of
flooding.
g) Improve efficiency of
water use.
h) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N3 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.

0
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Billing Brook watercourse flows along the eastern and southern
boundaries of the SUE passing through Cowpasture Spinney and
flowing into Overstone Park Lake. The area of flood zones 2, 3a and 3b
is small (less than 2%; therefore the site is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective. This will ultimately be dependent on how
development is distributed within the site, i.e. whether the area at risk
is built on, which is uncertain.

December 2013

SA Objective
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
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Justification
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Northampton North SUE (4,500 dwellings as per NCC Option)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
g) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
h) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
i) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N3 in
the JCS. Furthermore, the policy requires new highway infrastructure,
specifically a new road through the SUE from Round Spinney
Roundabout to Overstone Road, which would be paid for through
contributions associated with the SUE’s development.
In addition, policy N3 and the accompanying text to the policy states
the need for the SUE to deliver a Local Multi Modal Interchange colocated with a local centre providing a high quality bus service
(connecting to the town centre and westward towards Moulton and
Moulton Park employment area) together with car and cycle parking
provision. Furthermore, off-site highway improvements will be required
locally, including at Round Spinney roundabout, and improvements to
the A43 Northampton to Kettering corridor.
The site is bordered by a strategic road (the A43 in to Northampton and
north to Kettering) at its western edge, which could, in combination
with the significant infrastructure works planned in the SUE, result in
noise disturbance for residents.
There are no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site.
Therefore, overall, the site has potentially mixed effects for this
objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
c) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are three small areas of the site, which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and therefore development could
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage.
It is also noted that there is one listed building (Grade II Pytchley
Gates) bordering the site. The Moulton Conservation Area, which
A11-49
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SA Objective
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
g) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
h) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
i) Maintain and
improve the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
-?

Justification
contains dozens of listed buildings, is less than 500m to the west of the
site.
Policy N3 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation. In
addition, the supporting text to the policy notes the SUE’s close
proximity to the historic villages of Moulton and Overstone either side of
the SUE, stating that their setting and character must not be adversely
affected by the proposed development. Overall, there is uncertainty
attached to the potential minor negative effect as they will depend on
the exact scale, layout and design of the new development, which will
not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

250m to the west of the SUE and to the rear of houses fronting Ashley
Lane lies Crowfields Common Local Nature Reserve and within the
SUE itself Cowpasture Spinney forms a Local Wildlife Site and running
along the southern boundary encompassing Coleman Leys is a
Potential Wildlife Site. Hog Head Spinney lies 800m to the west of the
SUE. In addition, there are two other Potential Local Wildlife Sites at is
eastern edge. Therefore, development at this site has the potential to
have a significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is
uncertain as the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature
and design of the new development which will not be known until a later
stage. However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to
enhance biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation
of biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed,
the policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site
will be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
c) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
e) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
f) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

Justification

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with policy N3 the SUE would contain primary school
provision to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 4,500 new dwellings on site. Therefore all
sites will have at least a minor positive effect on this objective.
++/-?

Policy N3 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that the closest secondary school is Moulton
Secondary, 1.2km to the west. Secondary pupils may therefore still
need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand. Thus, the absence of secondary school
provision within the SUE is likely to have a minor negative effect against
this objective.
The closest school to the site is Overstone Primary School 275m to the
east, which is a reasonable walking distance. The s u p p o r t i n g t e x t
t o t h e S U E p o l i c y a l s o s t a t e s t h a t t h e SUE is well related to
Moulton College, the University of Northampton and Northampton
College. It could therefore be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand the primary schools to accommodate new residents as required,
rather than building new schools within the SUE area.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
i) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
j) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
k) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
l) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
c) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

0

++

While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within at least one new
local centre built to meet the local needs of the additional 4,500 new
dwellings on site, which is likely to have a minor positive effect on this
objective. In addition, the SUE will contain sport and leisure provision,
including a new town park, and new structured green spaces and
sustainable transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to
neighbouring areas. Together these new facilities will have a minor
positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces and is connected to two footpaths. Being in close proximity to
existing recreational areas as well as new facilities developed on the
SUE sites could have a significant positive effect on this objective.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
c) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this site states that the SUE would include a dedicated
employment area of about 10 ha, which is assumed to be in addition to
the opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. Therefore the SUE is likely to have a significant positive
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SA Objective
and innovation.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
e) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
f) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score
++

Justification
effect against this objective.
The fact that the SUE will provide these employment opportunities
alongside the new housing will have further minor positive effects in
relation to minimising travel distances and enabling easier access to
employment opportunities. Indeed, the supporting text to the policy
notes that the SUE is well located in terms of access to existing
employment areas of Round Spinney and Moulton Park Business Centre.

The site is in an area of medium to high landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site would have a
significant negative effect on landscape character and features,
although potential negative effects will be uncertain as the exact
impacts on the landscape will depend on factors relating to the specific
design and layout of the new development.
+/--?

Cowpasture Spinney, a tree belt some 50m to 60m wide, borders
the eastern edge of the SUE and to the south east there is a second
tree belt approximately 35m wide known as Coleman Leys. Due to the
landscape features and topography the SUE has a high level of
visual containment although this diminishes to the north of the site.
The development of the site would also significantly reduce the area of
greenfield land between Northampton and the village of Overstone,
although there would still be some greenfield land between them. The
additional land that would be developed to the north of Moulton under
this option would result in further encroachment on the village.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and space for recreation, which would have a
minor positive effect. Overall the effects are mixed (minor
positive/significant uncertain negative).

10. Material assets
c) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site would accommodate approximately 4,500 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

SA Score

Justification
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of at least one new local centre,
containing retail, community and health facilities (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy and safe access to community
facilities, even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
c) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
c) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate at least one new local centre which would include health,
retail and community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant
positive effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including safe walking and cycle routes,
with strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities and services in the SUE.

13. Soil, geology and land use
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
c)

Reduce land
contamination, and
safeguard soil and
geological quality
and quantity.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
are above the national target of 60%?
• Development that protects soil processes and
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

SA Score

Justification
The SUE site is on greenfield land so it is assumed that it would have no
effect on land contamination.

--/0

The SUE site is on approximately 35% Grade 2 Agricultural Land and
65% Grade 3 Agricultural Land. However, while less than half of the
site is Grade 2, because of the relatively very large size of the site, the
loss of the 35% of that land area which is Grade 2 is considered likely
to result in a significant negative effect.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B; therefore there
is a negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
c) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
i) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
j) Reduce risk of
flooding.
k) Improve efficiency of
water use.
l) Identify
opportunities to

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
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This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N3 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.

0
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Billing Brook watercourse flows along the eastern and southern
boundaries of the SUE passing through Cowpasture Spinney and
flowing into Overstone Park Lake. The area of flood zones 2, 3a and 3b
is small (less than 2%; therefore the site is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective. This will ultimately be dependent on how
development is distributed within the site, i.e. whether the area at risk
is built on, which is uncertain.
December 2013

SA Objective
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?
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Justification
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Northampton West SUE (1,500 dwellings as per submitted JCS)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
b) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
c) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre. However, it is also
specified that the development must contribute to highway
improvements, including at the Kingsthorpe Corridor and the North
West bypass. Therefore, while these improvements may have benefits
for local air quality and noise levels (as they will help to mitigate the
effects of the SUE on the local highways network), they may also serve
to indirectly encourage and facilitate car use.
There are no strategic roads in close proximity to site which could result
in noise disturbance for residents. However, recent and on-going
improvements to Sandy Lane, the Sandy Lane Relief Road and the
North West Bypass could facilitate an increase in traffic and thus more
noise within the immediate vicinity of the site, although this minor
negative effect is uncertain. There are no AQMAs within close proximity
to the SUE site, which could result in negative effects associated with
reduced air quality. Therefore the effects associated with noise and air
pollution are negligible.
Overall, the SUE is likely to have a mixed (minor positive and minor
negative) effect on this objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
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A large part of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas within the site which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and development could therefore
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage. While the policy provides
some mitigation for potential impacts on archaeological remains, stating
that an archaeological assessment of the site will be required as well as
any necessary mitigation, no mitigation is provided for potential effects

December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
battlefields, listed
contributes to a sense of place?
buildings and
• Promotes the enhancement of the
conservation areas
archaeological resource and other aspects of
(or their settings).
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
on other features.
It is also noted that the closest heritage asset to the site is single listed
building 550m to the east. In addition, the St Crispin Conservation
Area lies 670m to the south east.

There is one Potential Wildlife Site within 150m for the sites northern
boundary. Another lies 600m to the north. The Local Wildlife Site and
ancient woodland of Berry Wood lies 685m to the south east and
Harlestone Firs Local Wildlife Site 515m to the north. Therefore,
development at this site has the potential to have a significant negative
effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as the potential for
effects will depend on the exact nature and design of the new
development which will not be known until a later stage.
+/--?

However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
a) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
b) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

++/-?

Justification

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

The policy for this SUE specifies that a new primary school would be
provided as part of the development, in order to accommodate the
growing population. The fact that a new school is to be provided within
the SUE itself would also mean that people are more likely to be able to
travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by
car to schools further afield. However, the policy does not include the
provision of additional secondary school places and it is noted that there
are no existing schools within walking distance (600m) of the site.
Secondary pupils may therefore still need to travel by car to access
existing schools and it is not known whether the nearest secondary
schools have adequate capacity to accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty
attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
d) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

December 2013

SA Objective
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing facilities from
becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an integrated
transport network including walking and cycle links will be provided,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more
active lifestyles, and the SUE will incorporate sport and recreation
provision.
++
The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and footpaths and the policy for the site specifies that open space would
be incorporated into the SUE. This will have a further positive effect on
facilitating active outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

+

9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated, however; therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

This site is in an area of medium to low landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site could have a minor
negative effect on landscape character and features. However, the
policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
A11-60
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SA Objective
the features within
them are conserved
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Encourage development which considers the
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

+/-?

Justification
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium landscape sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.
The development of the site would not contribute to settlement
coalescence.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 1,500 new homes, and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H2: Affordable Housing
which specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the
Northampton Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
A11-61
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SA Objective
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score
++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is mostly greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that
development here would have no effect on land contamination.

-/0

This site is located on Grade 3 agricultural land. Therefore, the
development proposed here is likely to have a minor negative effect in
relation to safeguarding soil quality.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category B in relation to land
instability; therefore there is a negligible risk of ground instability at the
site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
December 2013

SA Objective
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

The site contains a small waterway with some Flood Zones 2 & 3;
however, the proportion of the area of the site covered by these Flood
Zones is minimal and therefore the site is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective, particularly as the SUE will include open space
- this will ensure that there are still areas of permeable surfaces within
the site and will help to reduce the potential impacts on runoff of
development on this largely greenfield site. The policy for the SUE also
specifies that the development will incorporate flood risk management.

0
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Northampton West SUE (2,550 dwellings as per Preferred Choice)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
d) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
e) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
f) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre. However, it is also
specified that the development must contribute to highway
improvements, including at the Kingsthorpe Corridor and the North
West bypass. Therefore, while these improvements may have benefits
for local air quality and noise levels (as they will help to mitigate the
effects of the SUE on the local highways network), they may also serve
to indirectly encourage and facilitate car use.
The northern tip of the site buffers the A428, which could result in noise
disturbance for residents in the northern part of the site; therefore a
minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely. In addition, recent
and on-going improvements to Sandy Lane, the Sandy Lane Relief Road
and the North West Bypass could facilitate an increase in traffic and
thus more noise within the immediate vicinity of the site. There are no
AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site, which could result in
negative effects associated with reduced air quality. Therefore the
effects associated with noise and air pollution are negligible.
Overall, the SUE is likely to have a mixed (minor positive and minor
negative) effect on this objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
b) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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A large part of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas within the site which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and development could therefore
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage. While the policy provides
some mitigation for potential impacts on archaeological remains, stating
that an archaeological assessment of the site will be required as well as
any necessary mitigation, no mitigation is provided for potential effects
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
battlefields, listed
contributes to a sense of place?
buildings and
• Promotes the enhancement of the
conservation areas
archaeological resource and other aspects of
(or their settings).
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
d) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
e) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
f) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
on other features.
It is also noted that the closest heritage asset to the site is single listed
building 300m to the east. In addition, the St Crispin Conservation
Area lies 480m to the south east.

There is one Potential Wildlife Site within the northern part of the site
and another lies 450m to the north. The Local Wildlife Site and ancient
woodland of Berry Wood lies 580m to the south east and Harlestone
Firs Local Wildlife Site is 175m to the north. Therefore, development at
this site has the potential to have a significant negative effect on
biodiversity, although this is uncertain as the potential for effects will
depend on the exact nature and design of the new development which
will not be known until a later stage.
+/--?

However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
b) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
5. Education and training
c) Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
d) Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

++/-?

Justification

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

The policy for this SUE specifies that a new primary school would be
provided as part of the development, in order to accommodate the
growing population. The fact that a new school is to be provided within
the SUE itself would also mean that people are more likely to be able to
travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by
car to schools further afield. However, the policy does not include the
provision of additional secondary school places and it is noted that there
are no existing schools within walking distance (600m) of the site.
Secondary pupils may therefore still need to travel by car to access
existing schools and it is not known whether the nearest secondary
schools have adequate capacity to accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty
attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
e) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
f) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
g) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
h) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.
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SA Objective
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
b) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing facilities from
becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an integrated
transport network including walking and cycle links will be provided,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more
active lifestyles, and the SUE will incorporate sport and recreation
provision.
++
The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and footpaths and the policy for the site specifies that open space would
be incorporated into the SUE. This will have a further positive effect on
facilitating active outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
b) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

+

9. Landscape and townscape
c) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated, however; therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

This site is in an area of medium to low landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site could have a minor
negative effect on landscape character and features. However, the
policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
A11-67
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SA Objective
the features within
them are conserved
and enhanced.
d) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Encourage development which considers the
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

+/-?

Justification
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium landscape sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.
The development of the site would not contribute to settlement
coalescence.

10. Material assets
b) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 2,550 new homes, and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H2: Affordable Housing
which specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the
Northampton Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
b) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
A11-68
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SA Objective
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
b) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score
++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
b) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is mostly greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that
development here would have no effect on land contamination.

-/0

This site is located on Grade 3 agricultural land. Therefore, the
development proposed here is likely to have a minor negative effect in
relation to safeguarding soil quality.
There is a Local Geological Site (formerly RIGS) within the northern part
of this site; therefore a further minor negative effect on geology is
likely.
The site is almost entirely categorised as category B in relation to land
instability (although there is a tiny area of category C land in the
northern tip of the site); therefore there is considered to be a negligible
risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
b) To reduce waste

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
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SA Objective
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
e) Maintain and
continue to improve
the quality of ground
and river water.
f) Reduce risk of
flooding.
g) Improve efficiency of
water use.
h) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

0

Justification
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

The site contains a small waterway with some Flood Zones 2 & 3;
however, the proportion of the area of the site covered by these Flood
Zones is minimal and therefore the site is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective, particularly as the SUE will include open space this will ensure that there are still areas of permeable surfaces within
the site and will help to reduce the potential impacts on runoff of
development on this largely greenfield site. The policy for the SUE also
specifies that the development will incorporate flood risk management.

0
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Northampton South SUE (1,000 dwellings as per submitted JCS and Preferred Choice)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
SA Score
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
+/-doing so?

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N5 in
the JCS.
The southern boundary of the site is adjacent to the M1 Motorway and
the eastern boundary of the site is adjacent to the A45 therefore a
significant negative effect is likely in relation to noise effects on new
residents/employees at this site.
The north east corner of the site is adjacent to the A45 London Road
AQMA, while the southern boundary of the site is adjacent to the M1
Corridor AQMA; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to
air quality.
However, the accompanying text to Policy N5 in the JCS mentions the
need for mitigation measures to address the issues of noise and air
pollution caused by the strategic roads. Therefore an overall mixed
effect (minor positive and significant negative) is likely overall.

2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
a) Protect the fabric
• Development that affects listed buildings,
and setting of
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
designated and
monuments, registered historic parks and
undesignated
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
archaeological sites,
settings)?
monuments,
• Development being steered to where it can be
structures and
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
buildings, registered
• Distinctive development that is well related to
Historic Parks and
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
gardens, registered
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
battlefields, listed
contributes to a sense of place?
buildings and
• Promotes the enhancement of the
conservation areas
archaeological resource and other aspects of
(or their settings).
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

-?

The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas, one of which is adjacent
to the south western boundary and one which is situated in the eastern
half of the site are classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’. Therefore,
development could have a minor negative effect, although further
investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
It is also noted that there are two listed buildings (Old Bridge and
Gateway between Old and New Lodges, both are Grade II) which are
located within the site boundary close to the eastern boundary of the
site. Collingtree Conservation Area and many listed buildings located
within it are located within 250m of the south east site boundary.
Additionally the north east and southern boundaries are also within 1km
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

SA Score

Justification
of conservation areas (Wootton Village Conservation Area and Milton
Malsor Conservation Area, respectively) and the listed buildings located
within them. In addition, the accompanying text to Policy N5 states
that there are known remains of prehistoric and Roman date in the
vicinity of Wootton Brook which indicates that there is a medium to high
risk of archaeological remains being present in the site.
Policy N5 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, but no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

Collingtree Golf Course Local Wildlife Site is located within the site
boundary running along the northern area of the site towards the south
east corner. Wootton Railway Embankments Local Wildlife Site is also
located within 250m of the north west corner of the site. Additionally
Hunsbury Hill Country Park and Shelfleys Lake Local Wildlife Sites are
located within 1km of the north east corner of the site. There are also
two potential Local Wildlife Sites and one Local Wildlife Site within 200m
of the northern tip of the site.

+/--?

Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
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SA Objective

c)

4.
a)

5.
a)

b)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

the area.
Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
Crime and community safety
To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
Education and training
Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

Justification
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with Policy N5 in the JCS the SUE would contain one new
primary school to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 1,000 new dwellings on site.

+/-?

The fact that a new school is to be provided within the SUE itself would
also mean that people are more likely to be able to travel to school on
foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by car to schools
further afield. However, due to the steep topography of the site it may
not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities, therefore, it is
not considered that there will be a significant positive effect in terms of
accessibility, only a minor positive effect.
Policy N5 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that none of the three existing schools within
walking distance (Simon De Senlis Primary School and East Hunsbury
Primary School to the north, and Collingtree Church Of England Primary
School to the south east) of the site are mainstream secondary schools.
Secondary pupils may therefore still need to travel by car to access
existing schools and it is not known whether the nearest secondary
schools have adequate capacity to accommodate growing demand.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

A11-73

December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(minor positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
d) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

0

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within a new local centre
to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional 1,000
new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain open space and
leisure provision and new structured green spaces and sustainable
transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to neighbouring
areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive effect in
relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.

+/-
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.
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The site is within 800m of Danes Camp Surgery. There are also many
footpaths, many of which run through the site in the south east, the
north east of the site, two cycle ways and bridleway. Furthermore, the
site is located within 800m of many open spaces, such as Penn Valley
Park to the north, and Pyghtle Open Space which is located within the
northern area of the site. Therefore the site may have a positive effect
because of the potential to use these facilities and recreational areas as
well as the new ones. However, due to the steep topography of the site
it may not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities,
therefore, it is not considered that there will be a significant positive
effect in terms of accessibility, only a minor positive effect.
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
The north east corner of the site is adjacent to the A45 London Road
AQMA, while the southern boundary of the site is adjacent to the M1
Corridor AQMA. Therefore there could be a minor negative impact on
health, particularly if vehicle movements associated with the new
development compound existing air quality problems. However, the
accompanying text to Policy N5 in the JCS mentions the need for
mitigation measures to address the issues of noise and air pollution
caused by the strategic roads. Overall, there is a mixed effect (minor
positive and minor negative) on this objective.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
b) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

+

Policy S5 states that this SUE would incorporate local employment
opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the opportunities within the
new services, facilities etc. to be provided within the SUE. No specific
area of employment land is to be incorporated; however, therefore the
likely positive effect will be minor rather than significant. The fact that
the SUE will provide these employment opportunities alongside the new
housing will have further minor positive effects in relation to minimising
travel distances and enabling easier access to employment
opportunities.

The majority of this site is within an area that is classed as being of low
sensitivity. Therefore development here will most likely have a
negligible effect on landscape character.
-/+?

The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
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SA Objective
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification
a minor positive effect in improving the low quality of the landscape and
mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE on
greenfield land.
Development of this site could result in settlement coalescence between
Northampton and the village of Collingtree, which could have a minor
negative effect on this objective.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both minor positive and minor negative) and is currently uncertain as
effects will depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to
which appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative
landscape impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

++

This site would accommodate approximately 1,000 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car. Therefore, an overall significant positive
effect on this objective is likely.
The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++
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The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
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SA Objective
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

SA Score

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.
The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
The SUE is on greenfield land; therefore, it is assumed that it would
have no effect on land contamination.
The entire site is classified as being Grade 3 agricultural land, and is
entirely on greenfield land. Therefore development of this site would
have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.

-

This site does not include any Local Geological Sites.
The site contains land where land instability is not likely to occur;
however, there are pockets of category C land where land instability
problems may be present or anticipated and which could have to have a
minor negative effect.
It is recommended that site investigations at the planning application
stage should consider specifically the slope stability of the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
December 2013

SA Objective
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N5 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.

+/0
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The northern section of this site is located within flood zones 2 and 3,
however this is only a small area of the site, and therefore has a
negligible effect against this objective. However, Policy N5 states that
the SUE will include open space and its accompanying text refer to
plans for the reconfiguration of the golf course (a compatible use within
a flood plain area) within the SUE which would provide a minor positive
effect in terms of flood alleviation from the Wootton Brook and the
surrounding area.
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Northampton South of Brackmills SUE (1,000 dwellings as per submitted JCS)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
b) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
c) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
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SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N6 in
the JCS.

+/-

The northern part of this site is within close proximity of the southern
area of Brackmills Industrial Estate; therefore a minor negative effect is
likely in relation to noise effect on new residents/employees in that part
of this site.
This site is not within very close proximity of an AQMA, with the nearest
one running along the A45 London Road approximately 1km to the
west; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality and
an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) effect is likely
overall.
The north western tip of the site is adjacent to the Hardingstone Village
Conservation Area which includes a number of listed buildings. This
area is classed as being of high sensitivity in terms of cultural heritage,
therefore an uncertain significant negative effect is likely, as there is
potential to affect the setting of the heritage assets. The site also
contains an area classed as being of medium sensitivity.

--?

It is noted that Wootton Village Conservation Area, which also includes
listed buildings, is approximately 950m to the south west and there are
a number of other listed buildings within 1km of the site, mainly to the
west. Approximately 730m to the north west lies a Registered
Battlefield (from the Battle of Northampton, 1460).
Policy N6 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, but no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.

SA Score

Justification
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.
There are a number of potential Local Wildlife Sites within 1km of this
site, including one that is adjacent to the boundary of the site.
Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

The site includes an area categorised as optimal/suitable for feeding or
roosting by golden plover or lapwing identified in Figure 3 of 'Survey
Work to Support the Appropriate Assessment for the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy' (Environ, Feb 2010). If this site
is developed, it could result in the loss of this habitat which may
support qualifying bird species of the Upper Nene Gravel Pits SPA and
Ramsar site.
Opportunities exist to enhance biodiversity through appropriate design
and the incorporation of biodiversity enhancement measures into the
development. The policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological
assessment of the site will be required, as well as any necessary
mitigation. The supporting text to the SUE policy requires that a green
corridor running from north-west to south-east across the northern site
boundary be created to help protect existing habitats to the north and
another along the eastern boundary to provide new greenway linking
existing and proposed urban areas to the wider countryside and to also
ensure that the development creates a positive rural edge to the east.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

4. Crime and community safety
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a) To improve
community safety,
reduce crime and
the fear of crime.

5. Education and training
a) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
b) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
through improvements to the environment,
layouts of streets and public space, passive
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.

SA Score

0

• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

Justification
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with Policy N6 in the JCS the SUE would contain one new
primary school to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 1,300 new dwellings on site.

+/-?

The fact that a new school is to be provided within the SUE itself would
also mean that people are more likely to be able to travel to school on
foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by car to schools
further afield. However, due to the steep topography of the site it may
not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities, therefore, it is
not considered that there will be a significant positive effect in terms of
accessibility, only a minor positive effect.
Policy N5 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that none of the four existing schools within
walking distance (Hardingstone Primary School 350m to the west and
Preston Hedges Primary School 470m to the south) of the site are
mainstream secondary schools. Secondary pupils may therefore still
need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(minor positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
December 2013

SA Objective
‘affordable warmth’.
To decrease the
dependency on oil
for space heating.
d) Increase the local
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.
c)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
energy measures into the design.
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

Justification
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

+

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within a new local centre
to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional 1,000
new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain open space and
leisure provision and new structured green spaces and sustainable
transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to neighbouring
areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive effect in
relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces and is connected to one footpath. Being in close proximity to
existing recreational areas as well as new facilities developed on the
SUE sites could have a minor positive effect on this objective. However,
due to the steep topography of the site it may not be an easy walking
distance for all ages and abilities, therefore, it is not considered that
there will be a significant positive effect in terms of accessibility, only a
minor positive effect.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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Policy S5 states that this SUE would incorporate local employment
opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the opportunities within the
new services, facilities etc. to be provided within the SUE. No specific
area of employment land is to be incorporated; however, therefore the
likely positive effect will be minor rather than significant. The fact that
the SUE will provide these employment opportunities alongside the new
housing will have further minor positive effects in relation to minimising
travel distances and enabling easier access to employment
opportunities.
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
b) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification

This site is within an area that is classed as being of high to medium
sensitivity. Therefore development here could have a significant
negative effect on landscape character. However, this potential effect
is uncertain as the exact impacts on the landscape will depend on
factors relating to the specific design and layout of the new
development.
+/--?

The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in mitigating the potential negative effects of
developing an SUE on greenfield land. The supporting text to the policy
for the SUE states that the development’s impact on the skyline when
viewed from the north and the east must be taken into account and
addressed within the masterplan, and that along part of the southern
and western boundaries of the site a landscaped buffer will be required
to provide screening between existing residential development and the
proposed SUE.
Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
coalescence.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(minor positive and significant negative) and is currently uncertain as
effects will depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to
which appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative
landscape impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

This site would accommodate approximately 1,000 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
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SA Objective

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score
++

older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car. Therefore, an overall significant positive
effect on this objective is likely.
The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include health, retail and
community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive
effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+
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The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. In addition, the supporting text to the policy
states that a public footpath, and Landimore Road (providing an access
into Brackmills), and a minor road known as The Green run through the
site should all be incorporated into the future development. Therefore,
a minor positive effect is likely in relation to providing access for all to
social opportunities, including for both residents of the new housing and
residents of adjacent neighbourhoods (particularly where they may
currently be deprived in terms of access to services) as they will be able
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
to make use of new facilities in the SUE.

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

The SUE site is on greenfield land; therefore it would have no effect on
land contamination.

-/0

An area in the western part of this site is classified as being Grade 2
agricultural land, with the remainder being Grade 3. Therefore,
development of this site would have a minor negative effect on
preserving soil quality.
This site does not include any Local Geological Sites.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B; therefore there
is a negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N6 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
0

Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
This site is outside of flood zones 2 and 3; therefore development here
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SA Objective
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
will have a negligible effect on this objective.
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Northampton South of Brackmills SUE (1,300 dwellings as per Preferred Choice)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
d) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
e) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
f) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

2. Archaeology and cultural
b) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N6 in
the JCS.

+/-

The northern part of this site is within close proximity of the southern
area of Brackmills Industrial Estate; therefore a minor negative effect is
likely in relation to noise effect on new residents/employees in that part
of this site.
This site is not within very close proximity of an AQMA, with the nearest
one running along the A45 London Road approximately 1km to the
west; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality and
an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) effect is likely
overall.
The north western tip of the site is adjacent to the Hardingstone Village
Conservation Area which includes a number of listed buildings. This
area is classed as being of high sensitivity in terms of cultural heritage,
therefore an uncertain significant negative effect is likely, as there is
potential to affect the setting of the heritage assets. The site also
contains an area classed as being of medium sensitivity.

--?

It is noted that Wootton Village Conservation Area, which also includes
listed buildings, is approximately 950m to the south west and there are
a number of other listed buildings within 1km of the site, mainly to the
west. Approximately 730m to the north west lies a Registered
Battlefield (from the Battle of Northampton, 1460).
Policy N6 provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, but no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
d) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
e) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
f) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.

SA Score

Justification
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.
There are a number of potential Local Wildlife Sites within 1km of this
site, including one that extends within the boundaries of the site itself.
Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

The site includes an area categorised as optimal/suitable for feeding or
roosting by golden plover or lapwing identified in Figure 3 of 'Survey
Work to Support the Appropriate Assessment for the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy' (Environ, Feb 2010). If this site
is developed, it could result in the loss of this habitat which may
support qualifying bird species of the Upper Nene Gravel Pits SPA and
Ramsar site.
Opportunities exist to enhance biodiversity through appropriate design
and the incorporation of biodiversity enhancement measures into the
development. The policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological
assessment of the site will be required, as well as any necessary
mitigation. The supporting text to the SUE policy requires that a green
corridor running from north-west to south-east across the northern site
boundary be created to help protect existing habitats to the north and
another along the eastern boundary to provide new greenway linking
existing and proposed urban areas to the wider countryside and to also
ensure that the development creates a positive rural edge to the east.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

4. Crime and community safety
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
b) To improve
community safety,
reduce crime and
the fear of crime.

5. Education and training
c) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
d) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
through improvements to the environment,
layouts of streets and public space, passive
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.

SA Score

0

• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

Justification
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with Policy N6 in the JCS the SUE would contain one new
primary school to accommodate the growth in demand created by the
construction of an additional 1,300 new dwellings on site.

+/-?

The fact that a new school is to be provided within the SUE itself would
also mean that people are more likely to be able to travel to school on
foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by car to schools
further afield. However, due to the steep topography of the site it may
not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities, therefore, it is
not considered that there will be a significant positive effect in terms of
accessibility, only a minor positive effect.
Policy N5 does not include the provision of additional secondary school
places and it is noted that none of the four existing schools within
walking distance (Hardingstone Primary School 350m to the west and
Preston Hedges Primary School 470m to the south) of the site are
mainstream secondary schools. Secondary pupils may therefore still
need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(minor positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
e) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
f) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
December 2013

SA Objective
‘affordable warmth’.
g) To decrease the
dependency on oil
for space heating.
h) Increase the local
renewable energy
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
b) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
energy measures into the design.
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
CHP in the design new developments.
• An increase in the number of large scale
renewable energy schemes.
• A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?

SA Score

Justification
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

+

The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of health services within a new local centre
to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional 1,300
new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain open space and
leisure provision and new structured green spaces and sustainable
transport links, such as walking and cycling facilities, to neighbouring
areas. Together these new facilities will have a positive effect in
relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
The site is within reasonable walking distance of several green amenity
spaces and is connected to one footpath. Being in close proximity to
existing recreational areas as well as new facilities developed on the
SUE sites could have a minor positive effect on this objective. However,
due to the steep topography of the site it may not be an easy walking
distance for all ages and abilities, therefore, it is not considered that
there will be a significant positive effect in terms of accessibility, only a
minor positive effect.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
b) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated; however, therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
c) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
d) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification

This site is within an area that is classed as being of high to medium
sensitivity. Therefore development here could have a significant
negative effect on landscape character. However, this potential effect
is uncertain as the exact impacts on the landscape will depend on
factors relating to the specific design and layout of the new
development.
+/--?

The policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in mitigating the potential negative effects of
developing an SUE on greenfield land. The supporting text to the policy
for the SUE states that the development’s impact on the skyline when
viewed from the north and the east must be taken into account and
addressed within the masterplan, and that along part of the southern
and western boundaries of the site a landscaped buffer will be required
to provide screening between existing residential development and the
proposed SUE.
Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
coalescence.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(minor positive and significant negative) and is currently uncertain as
effects will depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to
which appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative
landscape impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
b) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

This site would accommodate approximately 1,300 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
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SA Objective

11. Population
b) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
b) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score
++

older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car. Therefore, an overall significant positive
effect on this objective is likely.
The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include, health, retail and
community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive
effect is likely in relation to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+
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Justification
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The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. In addition, the supporting text to the policy
states that a public footpath, and Landimore Road (providing an access
into Brackmills), and a minor road known as The Green run through the
site should all be incorporated into the future development. Therefore,
a minor positive effect is likely in relation to providing access for all to
social opportunities, including for both residents of the new housing and
residents of adjacent neighbourhoods (particularly where they may
currently be deprived in terms of access to services) as they will be able
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
to make use of new facilities in the SUE.

13. Soil, geology and land use
b) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

The SUE site is on greenfield land, therefore it would have no effect on
land contamination.

-/0

An area in the western part of this site is classified as being Grade 2
agricultural land, with the remainder being Grade 3. Therefore,
development of this site would have a minor negative effect on
preserving soil quality.
This site does not include any Local Geological Sites.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B; therefore there
is a negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
b) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
e) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
f) Reduce risk of
flooding.
g) Improve efficiency of
water use.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

0

This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N6 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
0

Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
This site is outside of flood zones 2 and 3; therefore development here
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SA Objective
h) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
will have a negligible effect on this objective.
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Northampton Kings Heath (3,000 dwellings as per submitted SUE, Preferred Choice and NCC Option)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
b) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
c) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

Justification

The SUE site will have a minor positive effect on this part of the SA
objective, as an integrated transport network would be provided,
including sustainable transport links for walking and cycling to
neighbouring areas and the town centre, in accordance with Policy N8 in
the JCS.
+/-

The creating of the SUE would result in significant road improvements
to the Kingsthorpe Corridor (A508) and the Cock Hotel Junction and the
wider North West Bypass. These improvements are likely to increase
the strategic importance of the highways in close proximity to the site,
which could result in noise disturbance for residents. Therefore the
effects associated with noise disturbance are minor negative. There are
no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site, which could result in
negative effects associated with reduced air quality. Therefore the
effects associated with air pollution are negligible.
Therefore, overall, the site has potentially mixed effects (minor positive
and minor negative effects) for this objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

A large part of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas within the site which are
classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and development could therefore
have a minor negative effect, although further investigation would be
needed at the planning application stage.

-?

It is also noted that the site is less than 250m away from one listed
building (the Grade II listed ‘Woodlands’) and is within 500m of two
Conservation Areas, Kingsthorpe Village 280m to the west and
Dallington Village 500m to the south.
While the policy provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.

The site contains three Potential Local Wildlife Sites and four Local
Wildlife Sites, Dallington Heath, Harlestone Firs, Heath Spinney and
Brook and Kingsthorpe Tussocks. In addition it is with 250m of another
three Local Wildlife Sites, Dallington Brook Field, Kingsthorpe Meadows
Local Nature Reserve and Church Brampton Golf Course, and five
Potential Local Wildlife Sites.

+/--?

Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

0
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The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUE and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
December 2013

SA Objective

5. Education and training
a) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
b) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
d) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

In accordance with Policy N7 in the JCS the SUE would contain two new
primary schools and land provision for a 10 ha secondary school to
accommodate the growth in demand created by the construction of an
additional 3,000 new dwellings on site. Therefore all sites will have at
least a minor positive effect on this objective.
+?

0?
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In addition, the site is within walking distance of six schools. The
closest school is Kings Heath Primary School 310m to the east. It could
therefore be easier and more resource/cost efficient to expand the
school to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building
new schools within the SUE area. In combination with the new
educational facilities provided by the SUE site, additional access to
existing educational facilities is likely to have a significant positive effect
on the objective. However, due to the steep topography of the site it
may not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities,
therefore, it is not considered that there will be a significant positive
effect in terms of accessibility, only a minor positive effect with some
uncertainty attached.
While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain

December 2013

SA Objective
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

SA Score

Justification
The SUE will have a minor positive effect on this SA objective as it
would include the provision of a new health centre within a new local
centre to meet the demand created by the construction of an additional
3,000 new dwellings on site. In addition, the SUE will contain sport and
leisure provision and new structured green spaces, including a County
Park area, and sustainable transport links, such as walking and cycling
facilities, to neighbouring areas. Together these new facilities will have
a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.

+

The site is connected to and within walking distance of several
footpaths, bridleways and green amenity spaces. Dallington Park is
730m to the south and Kingthorpe Park 515m to the west. In addition,
Kings heath Doctors Surgery is 385m to the east. Being in close
proximity to existing facilities and recreational areas as well as new
ones developed on the SUE sites could have a significant positive effect
on this objective. However, due to the steep topography of the site it
may not be an easy walking distance for all ages and abilities,
therefore, it is not considered that there will be a significant positive
effect in terms of accessibility, only a minor positive effect.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

++

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate 10 ha of
land for local employment opportunities and the new services, facilities
etc. to be provided within the SUE. These opportunities for employment
are likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. The fact
that the SUE will provide these employment opportunities alongside the
new housing will have further minor positive effects in relation to
minimising travel distances and enabling easier access to employment
opportunities.

The site is in an area of high landscape sensitivity which would suggest
that development within the SUE site would have a significant negative
A11-98
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SA Objective
distinctiveness of
the landscape, and
the features within
them are conserved
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
objectives?
• Encourage development which considers the
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification
effect on landscape character and features.

+/--?

However, the policy specifies that development proposals for the site
must be accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states
should demonstrate how the development will positively respond to
context and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of high landscape sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.
The development of the site would not contribute to settlement
coalescence.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 3,000 new homes. It is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing, which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is on greenfield land, therefore it would have no effect on land
contamination.

-

This site is largely on Grade 3 agricultural land, therefore its
development is likely to have a minor negative effect.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land where land instability is not likely to occur;
however, there is a very small pocket of category C land where land
instability problems may be present or anticipated and which could have
to have a minor negative effect.
It is recommended that site investigations at the planning application

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
stage should consider specifically the slope stability of the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

In accordance with the Policy N7 in the JCS the SUE would include
appropriate flood risk management assessment and management
measures, including surface water management.
Effects on water quality will depend on the capacity of existing sewage
treatment works to accommodate additional demand from new
development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.

0
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Less than 10% of the site area is flood zones 2 and 3; therefore the site
is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective, particularly as the
SUE will include open space - this will ensure that there are still areas of
permeable surfaces within the site and will help to reduce the potential
impacts on runoff of development on this largely greenfield site.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
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Justification
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Northampton North of Whitehills SUE (1,000 dwellings as per submitted SUE, Preferred Choice and NCC Option)

SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
b) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
c) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre. However, it is also
specified that the development must contribute to highway
improvements, including at the Kingsthorpe Corridor, the Cock Hotel
Junction and the North West bypass. Therefore, while these
improvements may have benefits for local air quality and noise levels
(as they will help to mitigate the effects of the SUE on the local
highways network), they may also serve to indirectly encourage and
facilitate car use.
The site’s eastern edge borders the A508 north towards Brixworth which
could mean that new developments are affected by road noise. There
are no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site, which could result
in negative effects associated with reduced air quality.
Overall, the SUE is likely to have a mixed (minor positive and minor
negative) effect on this objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
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The majority of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are three small areas within the site near its
north western corner, southern boundary and north eastern boundary
which are classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’, and development could
therefore have a minor negative effect, although further investigation
would be needed at the planning application stage.

--?
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However, a section of the north western boundary is adjacent to the
Boughton Hall Registered Park and Garden and Broughton Conservation
Area, and is identified as areas of high cultural heritage sensitivity. It is
also known that the site includes archaeological remains. Therefore,
development at this site has the potential to have a significant negative
effect on this SA objective. While the policy provides some mitigation
December 2013

SA Objective
(or their settings).

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
for potential impacts on archaeological remains, stating that an
archaeological assessment of the site will be required as well as any
necessary mitigation, no mitigation is provided for potential effects on
other features. However, there is uncertainty attached to the potential
significant negative effect as the potential for negative effects will
depend on the exact scale, layout and design of the new development,
which will not be known until a later stage.

+/--?

The site is within 250km of three Local Wildlife Sites, Meadow View
Marsh to the south west, Boughton Cold Store to the north west and
Nursery Wood to the east. In addition the site is with 250m of three
Potential Local Wildlife Sites. The site is known to include protected
animal species such as grass snakes, foraging bats and birds.
Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development which will not be known until a later stage.
However, it is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.
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SA Objective
a) To improve
community safety,
reduce crime and
the fear of crime.

5. Education and training
a) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
b) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
through improvements to the environment,
layouts of streets and public space, passive
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

0

++/-?

Justification
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

The policy for this SUE specifies that a new primary school would be
provided as part of the development, in order to accommodate the
growing population. The fact that a new school is to be provided within
the SUE itself would also mean that people are more likely to be able to
travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by
car to schools further afield. However, the policy does not include the
provision of additional secondary school places and it is noted that none
of the three existing schools within walking distance (600m) of the site
are mainstream secondary schools. Secondary pupils may therefore
still need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty
attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
d) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

0?
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.
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SA Objective
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
adaptation measures?

SA Score

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing doctor’s surgeries etc.
nearby (such as the Pines Doctors Surgery 600m to the south) from
becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an integrated
transport network including walking and cycle links will be provided,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more
active lifestyles.
++
The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and footpaths and the policy for the site specifies that open space would
be incorporated into the SUE. This will have a further positive effect on
facilitating active outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

+

9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated, however, therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

This site is in an area of medium to low landscape sensitivity which
would suggest that development within the SUE site could have a minor
negative effect on landscape character and features. However, the
policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
A11-106
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SA Objective
them are conserved
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
existing character, form and pattern of the
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score
+/-?

Justification
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium landscape sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.
The development of the site would not contribute to settlement
coalescence.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 1,000 new homes, and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups Policy H2: Affordable Housing which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
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SA Objective
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score

++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is mostly greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that
development here would have no effect on land contamination.

-/0

This site is located on Grade 3 agricultural land, some of which is still in
agricultural use. Therefore, the development proposed here is likely to
have a minor negative effect in relation to safeguarding soil quality.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land categorised as category A and B in relation to
land instability; therefore there is a negligible risk of ground instability
at the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use re-

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
A11-108
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SA Objective
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
cycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
0

Justification
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

The site does not include any areas of flood zones 2 and 3; therefore
development at the site is likely to have a negligible effect on this
objective, particularly as the SUE will include open space - this will
ensure that there are still areas of permeable surfaces within the site
and will help to reduce the potential impacts on runoff of development
on this largely greenfield site.

0
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Northampton Upton Park SUE (1,000 dwellings as per submitted SUE, Preferred Choice and NCC Option)
SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
b) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
c) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?
2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
a) Protect the fabric
• Development that affects listed buildings,
and setting of
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
designated and
monuments, registered historic parks and
undesignated
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
archaeological sites,
settings)?
monuments,
• Development being steered to where it can be
structures and
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
buildings, registered
• Distinctive development that is well related to
Historic Parks and
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
gardens, registered
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
battlefields, listed
contributes to a sense of place?
buildings and
• Promotes the enhancement of the
conservation areas
archaeological resource and other aspects of
(or their settings).
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre.

+/-

The northern boundary of this site buffers the A4500 Weedon Road;
therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to noise effect on
new residents/employees in the north of this site.
This site is not within very close proximity of an AQMA, with the nearest
one being approximately 2km to the east; therefore no effect is
expected in relation to air quality and an overall mixed (minor positive
and minor negative) effect is likely overall.
Part of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas within the site mainly in
the eastern half of the site which are classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’.
There is also a small section of the northern boundary which is classified
as ‘Low Sensitivity’, and development could therefore have a minor
negative effect, although further investigation would be needed at the
planning application stage.

--?

However, in the south eastern corner of the site there is a Scheduled
Monument (Deserted Medieval Village) and is identified as an area of
high cultural heritage sensitivity. Therefore, development at this site
has the potential to have a significant negative effect on this SA
objective, although there is uncertainty attached as the potential for
negative effects will depend on the exact scale, layout and design of the
new development and opportunities may exist to enhance the setting of
heritage features.
It is also noted that the western edge of the site is within 250m of
Kislingbury Conservation Area which includes a number of listed
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
buildings. St Crispin Hospital Conservation Area is approximately 500m
from the site to the north and Duston Village is around 950m to the
north east, both of which also containing listed buildings and there are a
number of other listed buildings within close proximity of the site. In
addition, to the north east of the SUE are the historic Upland Hall
parkland and the deserted medieval village of Upton.
While the policy provides some mitigation for potential impacts on
archaeological remains, stating that an archaeological assessment of
the site will be required as well as any necessary mitigation, no
mitigation is provided for potential effects on other features. However,
there is uncertainty attached to the potential significant negative effect
as the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale,
layout and design of the new development, which will not be known
until a later stage.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

Upton Pasture Local Wildlife Site is located adjacent to the southern
boundary of the sites, and Bottom Spinney Local Wildlife Site extends
within the boundaries of the site itself. There are also a number of
Potential Local Wildlife Sites within 1km of this site, including one that
extends within the boundaries of the site itself. Duston Mill Meadow
Local Wildlife Site is located around 850m to the east, and Storton’s
Gravel Pits Local Wildlife Site (also designated a Storton’s Pits Local
Nature Reserve) lies immediately beyond that, around 950m from the
site.
+/--?

Therefore, development at this site has the potential to have a
significant negative effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as
the potential for effects will depend on the exact nature and design of
the new development.
It is also recognised that opportunities may exist to enhance
biodiversity through appropriate design and the incorporation of
biodiversity enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the
policy for the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will
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SA Objective

c)

4.
a)

5.
a)

b)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

Plan habitats within
the area.
Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
Crime and community safety
To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
Education and training
Improve educational • Improvements in educational attainment,
attainment and
qualification levels and participation in education
promote lifelong
and training.
learning.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
Promote sustainable
associated with new residential developments.
modes of travel to
• New education facilities well located in relation
access education.
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

be required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and will contribute to habitat
connectivity; therefore the site is expected to have a minor positive
effect on this element of the objective and a mixed effect is likely
overall.

0

++/-?

6. Energy and climatic
a) Continue to improve
energy efficiency of
dwellings.

factors
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
dwellings?
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

Justification

0?
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The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

The policy for this SUE specifies that a new primary school would be
provided as part of the development, in order to accommodate the
growing population. The fact that a new school is to be provided within
the SUE itself would also mean that people are more likely to be able to
travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by
car to schools further afield. However, the policy does not include the
provision of additional secondary school places and it is noted that none
of the three existing schools within walking distance (600m) of the site
are mainstream secondary schools. Secondary pupils may therefore
still need to travel by car to access existing schools and it is not known
whether the nearest secondary schools have adequate capacity to
accommodate growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is mixed
(significant positive and minor negative), with some uncertainty
attached.
While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
December 2013

SA Objective
b)

c)

d)

7.
a)

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
Health and well being
To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

SA Score

Justification
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing doctor’s surgeries etc.
nearby (such as the Duston Medical Centre 640m to the north) from
becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an integrated
transport network including walking and cycle links will be provided,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more
active lifestyles.
++
The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and footpaths and the policy for the site specifies that open space would
be incorporated into the SUE, as well as the provision of a new country
park. This will have a further positive effect on facilitating active
outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

+
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The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated, however, therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
b) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
and design of the
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
built environment.
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score

Justification
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

This site is within an area that is classed as being of high-medium
landscape sensitivity which would suggest that development within the
SUE could have a significant negative effect on landscape character.
However, the policy specifies that development proposals for the site
must be accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states
should demonstrate how the development will positively respond to
context and design issues.

--/+?

The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium-high landscape sensitivity.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.
Development of this site is not expected to result in settlement
coalescence – although the development would extend outwards
towards Kislingbury, there would remain a distinct area of undeveloped
land between that village and the main urban area of Northampton.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

++

This site would accommodate approximately 1,000 new homes, and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is on greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that development
here would have no effect on land contamination.

-/0
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This site is located almost entirely on Grade 3 agricultural land,
although a small area in the east is classed as Grade 2, and some of the
site is still in agricultural use. Therefore, the development proposed
here is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to safeguarding
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
soil quality.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site is largely categorised as category B for ground instability;
therefore there is a negligible risk of ground instability at the site.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
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This site is on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to be the
same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly brownfield
site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects will be
influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

Tiny areas along the southern edge of this site are just within flood
zones 2 and 3 although the vast majority of the site is outside of flood
zones 2 and 3. However, the site includes a small part of a flood
storage area which extends beyond the southern boundary of the site;
therefore development here will have a minor negative effect on this
objective. However, it is noted that the SUE will include open space
which may help to mitigate potential flood-related impacts by ensuring
that there are still areas of permeable surfaces within the site and
thereby helping to reduce the potential impacts on runoff of
development on this largely greenfield site.

December 2013

SA Objective
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
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Justification
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Northampton Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm SUE (3,500 dwellings as per Preferred Choice)
SA Objective
1. Air quality and noise
a) Reduce the need to
travel and facilitate
modal shift.
b) Reduce/minimise the
potential increase in
congestion.
c) Avoid sensitive
development within
areas of high noise
levels or poor air
quality.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
dependence on car use?
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
action plans?
• Improvements in existing local public transport
infrastructure or access to public transport?
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
or improvements to the current situation?
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

SA Score

+/-

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the SUE would incorporate an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycling routes,
which would provide strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods,
employment areas and Northampton town centre. However, it is also
specified that the development will require the delivery of Phase 2 of
the Sandy Lane relief road. Therefore, this highway improvement may
serve to indirectly encourage and facilitate car use.
The site is bordered at its southern edge by a strategic road (the A4500
linking Northampton with the M1 to the west), which could mean that
new residents are affected by road noise.
There are no AQMAs within close proximity to the SUE site.
Therefore, overall, the site has potentially mixed effects for this
objective.

2. Archaeology and cultural
a) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

A large part of the site is within an area classified as having ‘No Known
Assets/Issues’ and therefore unlikely to have an effect on cultural
heritage. However there are significant areas within the site mainly in
its eastern half, as well as, a small area on the western boundary which
are classified as ‘Medium Sensitivity’. There is also a very small area in
the middle of the site which is classified as ‘Low Sensitivity’, and
development could therefore have a minor negative effect, although
further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
--?

However, the site borders the St. Crispin Conservation Area which is
identified as an area of high cultural heritage sensitivity. Therefore,
development at this site has the potential to have a significant negative
effect on this SA objective, although there is uncertainty attached as
the potential for negative effects will depend on the exact scale, layout
and design of the new development and opportunities may exist to
enhance the setting of heritage features.
It is also noted that ten listed buildings and one scheduled monument
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
and landscapes?

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
a) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
b) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
c) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
a) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score

Justification
are within 250m of the site boundary. While it is not known what
archaeological remains exist at the site, the policy for this SUE requires
an archaeological assessment of the site, and any required mitigation.
However, potential effects on other heritage assets are not required by
the policy.

+/--?

The site is within 100m of two potential local Wildlife Sites, Quinton
House School and part of St Crispin’s Redevelopment, and one Local
Wildlife Site and ancient woodland, Berry Wood. Therefore,
development at this site has the potential to have a significant negative
effect on biodiversity, although this is uncertain as the potential for
effects will depend on the exact nature and design of the new
development and opportunities may exist to enhance biodiversity
through appropriate design and the incorporation of biodiversity
enhancement measures into the development. Indeed, the policy for
the SUE specifies that an ecological assessment of the site will be
required, as well as any necessary mitigation.
The policy also specifies that open space will be incorporated into the
SUE, as well as structural greenspace and wildlife corridors (including a
country park) which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and
will contribute to habitat connectivity; therefore the site is expected to
have a minor positive effect on this element of the objective and a
mixed effect is likely overall.

0
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The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on design proposals for the SUEs and factors such as the
December 2013

SA Objective
reduce crime and
the fear of crime.

5. Education and training
a) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
b) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
layouts of streets and public space, passive
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

SA Score

Justification
inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site which
will come forward at a later stage. Therefore, the effects of the SUE on
this objective will be negligible.

++?

The policy for this SUE specifies that two new primary schools would be
provided as part of the development, in order to accommodate the
growing population. The fact that a new school is to be provided within
the SUE itself would also mean that people are more likely to be able to
travel to school on foot or by bicycle, rather than needing to travel by
car to schools further afield.
While the policy does not include the provision of additional secondary
school places, one of the existing schools within walking distance
(600m) is a secondary school (Duston School). However, it is not
known whether that school has adequate capacity to accommodate
growing demand.
Therefore, the overall effect of the SUE on this objective is likely to be
significantly positive although there is some uncertainty attached.

6. Energy and climatic factors
a) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
b) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
c) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
d) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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While all new development (including that proposed at this SUE) is
likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in West Northamptonshire, new development may offer
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of
energy efficiency. It is not yet known whether renewable energy will be
incorporated into this site; therefore the likely negligible effect of the
SUE is currently uncertain.

December 2013

SA Objective
generating capacity.
7. Health and well being
a) To improve health
and reduce health
inequalities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
adaptation measures?

SA Score

• Healthier lifestyles?
• Improved access to healthcare?
• Improve the quality of homes?

Justification

The policy for this site specifies that the new local centre to be provided
within the SUE will incorporate health care facilities which will support
the growing population and help to avoid existing doctor’s surgeries etc.
nearby from becoming overloaded. The policy also specifies that an
integrated transport network including walking and cycle links will be
provided, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles.
++

The site is in close proximity to several existing green amenity spaces
and footpaths and the policy for the site specifies that open space would
be incorporated into the SUE. This will have a further positive effect on
facilitating active outdoor activity.
This site is not within or adjacent to an AQMA and an overall significant
positive effect is therefore likely.

8. Labour market and economy
a) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
a) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

+

The policy for this site states that the SUE would incorporate local
employment opportunities, which is assumed to refer to the
opportunities within the new services, facilities etc. to be provided
within the SUE. No specific area of employment land is to be
incorporated, however; therefore the likely positive effect will be minor
rather than significant. The fact that the SUE will provide these
employment opportunities alongside the new housing will have further
minor positive effects in relation to minimising travel distances and
enabling easier access to employment opportunities.

The site is in an area of medium landscape sensitivity which would
suggest that development within the SUE site would have a minor
negative effect on landscape character and features. However, the
policy specifies that development proposals for the site must be
accompanied by a Masterplan which the supporting text states should
demonstrate how the development will positively respond to context
A11-121
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SA Objective
and enhanced.
b) Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

SA Score
-/+?

Justification
and design issues.
The policy for this SUE requires the development to incorporate
structural green space and open space for recreation, which would have
a minor positive effect in maintaining the high quality of the landscape
and mitigating the potential negative effects of developing an SUE
within an area of medium landscape sensitivity.
The development of the SUE site could reduce the area of greenfield
land in between Northampton and the village of Harpole to the west,
which could have an effect in relation to settlement coalescence,
although there will be land between the two settlements. However, the
policy specifies that the new Country Park to be delivered as part of the
SUE will act as a buffer between the urban area and the village of
Harpole.
Therefore, the likely effect of the development is potentially mixed
(both positive and negative) and is currently uncertain as effects will
depend on the final design of the SUE and the extent to which
appropriate design is able to mitigate potential negative landscape
impacts and potentially result in enhancements.

10. Material assets
a) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

++

This site would accommodate approximately 3,500 new homes and it is
assumed that the new development would be built to high standards
and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H1: Housing Density and
Mix of Type, which specifies the need to accommodate the needs of
older and vulnerable groups and Policy H2: Affordable Housing which
specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the Northampton
Related Development Area must be affordable.
The scale of the development means that new services and facilities
would be provided in the form of a new local centre (as specified in the
policy for this site). The policy also states that an integrated transport
network including walking and cycle links would be provided – this will
ensure that new residents have easy access to community facilities,
even those without a car.
Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective
11. Population
a) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.
12. Social deprivation
a) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

SA Score

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.
++

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

The policy for this SUE specifies that the new development would
incorporate a new local centre which would include community services
and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation
to this objective.
The provision of new services and facilities is addressed under SA
objective 11 and so is not assessed again as part of this objective.
Proximity to healthcare and educational facilities and local/community
services are also already addressed under SA objectives 5, 7 and 11, so
are not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
a) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Justification

The policy for this SUE specifies that development would include an
integrated transport network, including walking and cycle routes, with
strong links to adjoining neighbourhoods, employment areas and
Northampton town centre. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in
relation to providing access for all to social opportunities, including for
both residents of the new housing and residents of adjacent
neighbourhoods (particularly where they may currently be deprived in
terms of access to services) as they will be able to make use of new
facilities in the SUE.
This site is on greenfield land; therefore it is assumed that development
here would have no effect on land contamination.

-

This site is located mainly on Grade 3 agricultural land, although a small
area in the east is classed as urban land. Therefore, the development
proposed here is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to
safeguarding soil quality.
There are no Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) within this site.
The site contains land where land instability is not likely to occur;
however, there are pockets of category C land where land instability
problems may be present or anticipated and which could have to have a

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA Score

Justification
minor negative effect. It is therefore recommended that site
investigations at the planning application stage should consider
specifically the slope stability of the site. This is reflected in the policy
for the SUE which requires a ground stability assessment and any
required mitigation.

14. Waste
a) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
a) Maintain and
continue to improve
the ecological and
chemical quality of
groundwater and
surface waters.
b) Reduce risk of
flooding.
c) Improve efficiency of
water use.
d) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

0

This site is largely on greenfield land; therefore there are not likely to
be the same opportunities that may exist on an entirely or mainly
brownfield site to re-use existing building materials. Potential effects
will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the
incorporation of sustainable waste management measures. Therefore,
development at this particular location is likely to have a negligible
effect on this objective.

The site does not include any areas of flood zones 2 and 3; therefore
development at the site is likely to have a negligible effect on this
objective, particularly as the SUE will include open space - this will
ensure that there are still areas of permeable surfaces within the site
and will help to reduce the potential impacts on runoff of development
on this largely greenfield site. In addition, the policy specifies that
development at the SUE site must include flood risk management, in
relation to surface water management and all other sources.
0
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SA Objective
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA Score
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Justification
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Urban Capacity - 1,500 net additional dwellings (as per submitted JCS and NCC option)
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
SA score
Justification
lead to…?
1. Air quality and noise
g) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
Focussing more housing development in the urban area could result in
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
improved opportunities for sustainable transport use (e.g. walking and
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
cycling); therefore a positive effect is likely in relation to sustainable
h) Reduce/minimise
of high noise levels or poor air quality.
transport. The effect is likely to be minor rather than significant due to
the potential
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
the relatively smaller increase in urban capacity proposed in the
increase in
action plans?
submitted JCS.
congestion.
• Improvements in existing local public transport
i) Avoid sensitive
infrastructure or access to public transport?
However, focussing more housing in the urban area could mean that a
development within
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
greater number of people are exposed to noise from traffic and other
areas of high noise
or improvements to the current situation?
urban activities; therefore a potential negative effect is identified in
+/-?
levels or poor air
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
relation to noise although this will depend on the specific location of
quality.
where new development may deliver a means of
housing within the town in relation to the main roads and other noisedoing so?
generating development.
The effects on air quality are uncertain and will depend on the location
of the housing in relation to the AQMAs that have been declared in the
centre, south and east of Northampton. However, the number of
AQMAs within the town indicates that negative effects are likely.
Overall, the likely effects of this option are potentially mixed and the
potential negative effect is currently uncertain.
2. Archaeology and cultural
c) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the archaeological
resource and other aspects of heritage, such as,
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The effects of this option on cultural heritage are uncertain and will
depend on the specific location of the housing development in relation
to heritage features which is not yet known. However, the principle of
steering more housing development into the urban area is likely to have
a negative effect as urban areas often contain higher concentrations of
heritage features such as listed buildings. It is noted that much of
Northampton’s central area is classed as being of medium sensitivity to
development and there are areas that are of high sensitivity,
particularly in the south of the town. Therefore, a potential but
uncertain minor negative effect is identified.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
(or their settings).
parks and open spaces, and areas with a
particular historical or cultural association?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
g) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity, improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
h) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
i) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
c) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA score

Justification

The effects of this option on biodiversity are uncertain and will depend
on the specific location of the housing development in relation to
biodiversity assets which is not yet known. While it is recognised that
directing more housing development towards the urban area would
steer it away from the more sensitive greenfield areas around the
periphery of the town, there are biodiversity designations within the
town that could be affected by urban development and it is possible for
brownfield sites to harbour valuable biodiversity. It is also recognised
that opportunities may exist to enhance biodiversity through
appropriate design and the incorporation of biodiversity enhancement
measures into the housing development. Therefore, the likely effects
are mixed and currently uncertain.
+/-

0
A11-127

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on factors such as design proposals rather than its location.
December 2013

SA Objective
reduce crime and
the fear of crime.

5. Education and training
e) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
f) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
layouts of streets and public space, passive
surveillance, lighting etc.
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

6. Energy and climatic factors
i) Continue to improve • An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
j) Continue to increase • A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
k) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
l) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
c) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

SA score

Justification
However, these issues will instead be determined though the detailed
proposals for housing developments which will come forward at a later
stage. Therefore, the effect on this objective will be negligible.

+?

0

+/-?
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Directing more housing development to the urban area is likely to mean
that residents have convenient access to schools and colleges and may
be more likely to be able to travel via modes other than car. The likely
effects of this option is therefore potentially positive. The effect is likely
to be minor rather than significant due to the relatively smaller increase
in urban capacity proposed in the submitted JCS. However there are
uncertainties attached as effects will depend on the specific location of
housing development in relation to existing schools and colleges and on
the capacity of those facilities to accommodate additional demand from
a growing urban population. It is also not yet known whether new
school places would be provided, if required, as part of the new housing
development.
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy
consumption over current consumption in West Northamptonshire, new
development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built
to high standards of energy efficiency. However, these factors will not
be determined by the location of the development (i.e. its location in
the urban area of Northampton or elsewhere); therefore this option is
expected to have a negligible effect on this objective.

Directing more housing development to the urban area of Northampton
is likely to mean that residents have convenient access to existing
healthcare facilities such as doctors surgeries and hospitals and may be
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA score

Justification
more likely to be able to undertake journeys on foot or by bicycle,
therefore increasing day-to-day levels of activity. The likely effects of
this option on health are therefore positive. The effect is likely to be
minor rather than significant due to the relatively smaller increase in
urban capacity proposed in the submitted JCS. However, there are
uncertainties attached as effects will depend on the specific location of
housing development in relation to existing healthcare facilities and on
the capacity of those facilities to accommodate additional demand from
a growing urban population. It is also not yet known whether new
healthcare facilities would be provided, if required.
If the new housing development is located within close proximity of the
10 AQMAs that have been declared within and adjacent to
Northampton, there may be minor negative effects on health in relation
to poor air quality. However, this potential negative effect is uncertain
and cannot be determined without more information about the location
of new development.

8. Labour market and economy
c) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.
9. Landscape and townscape
e) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and social
distinctiveness of
wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

+

+?

A11-129

The location of housing development will not have a direct effect on the
number of available jobs; however steering more housing development
into Northampton’s urban area could have a positive effect on reducing
journey lengths to employment opportunities and providing
opportunities to commute on foot or by bicycle. The effect is likely to
be minor rather than significant due to the relatively smaller increase in
urban capacity proposed in the submitted JCS.

Directing more housing development into the urban area of
Northampton would steer it away from the areas of high landscape
sensitivity that exist around the periphery of the town, particularly to
the north and east; thereby having a potentially positive effect on this
objective. The effect is likely to be minor rather than significant due to
the relatively smaller increase in urban capacity proposed in the
submitted JCS. However, while large areas of the town are not classed
December 2013

SA Objective

f)

and enhanced.
Enhance the form
and design of the
built environment.

10. Material assets
c) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

11. Population
c) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
landscape, buildings and settlements?
• Encourage development which incorporates
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?

• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

SA score

as sensitive from a landscape point of view, there are significant areas
that are sensitive to development, particularly in the centre and north.
Therefore, the likely positive effect is uncertain depending on the
specific location of the development.
New housing development in the urban area of Northampton may also
offer good opportunities to redevelop derelict or unattractive brownfield
sites; thus enhancing the townscape.

It is assumed that the new housing development would be built to high
standards and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H2: Affordable
Housing which specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the
Northampton Related Development Area must be affordable.
++

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

Development in the urban area of Northampton would mean that
residents should have good opportunities to make use of walking and
cycling – this will ensure that new residents have easy access to
services and facilities, even those without a car. Therefore, an overall
significant positive effect is likely.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

+/-?
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Justification

A11-130

Development in the urban area is likely to be dispersed rather than
coming forward on one or two larger sites; therefore it is not considered
likely that the new development would result directly in the delivery of
new services and facilities. The fact that development is to be located
within the town means that residents would be able to easily access the
existing community, social and transport infrastructure that is in place
and a positive effect is likely. However, it is also recognised that
increased demand may result in them becoming overloaded depending
on existing levels of capacity which is not known at this stage; therefore
a potential negative effect is also identified. Effects are therefore
potentially mixed and are currently uncertain. Both the potential
positive and negative effects are likely to be minor rather than
significant due to the relatively smaller increase in urban capacity
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA score

Justification
proposed in the submitted JCS.

12. Social deprivation
c) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to services
including healthcare and education and
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

Access to services and facilities is addressed under SA objectives 5, 7
and 11, so is not considered as part of this objective.

+

13. Soil, geology and land use
c) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

New development in the urban area is likely to be dispersed rather than
coming forward on one or two larger sites; therefore it is not considered
likely that the new development would result directly in the delivery of
new services and facilities that might otherwise have benefited any
nearby deprived communities (depending on the location of the
development). However, focussing more new housing development in
the urban area is likely to have a positive effect on enabling access to
services by walking, cycling and public transport. The effect is likely to
be minor rather than significant due to the relatively smaller increase in
urban capacity proposed in the submitted JCS.
Housing development in the urban area of Northampton may offer good
opportunities for re-using previously developed sites rather than
greenfield land – this could potentially increase the likelihood of land
contamination being an issue, particularly where a higher proportion of
housing is steered towards the urban area. However, this is uncertain
and will depend on the specific location of the urban housing
development which is not yet known.

-?/+/0

Locating more housing development in urban areas in general is likely
to have a positive effect on soil preservation by steering development
away from greenfield sites in more peripheral locations, which may be
classed as having agricultural value.
There are a number of Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) scattered
throughout Northampton’s urban area, and steering more new homes to
the urban area could theoretically increase the chances of the
development affecting those designations. However, the sites are
mainly very small and are highly dispersed; therefore this is not
considered to be an issue.
Aside from some very small areas in the south of Northampton that are
classed as Category C land, most of the town is classed as Category A
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

SA score

Justification
or B in relation to land instability, meaning that there is a negligible risk
of ground instability affecting development in the town..
Overall, the effects of this option are therefore mixed.

14. Waste
c) To reduce waste
generation and
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
i) Maintain and
continue to improve
the quality of
ground and river
water.
j) Reduce risk of
flooding.
k) Improve efficiency
of water use.
l) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
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Housing development in the urban area of Northampton may offer good
opportunities for re-using previously developed sites and existing
building materials, which could help to reduce the inevitable wasterelated impacts of new development. Therefore, this option may result
in positive effects (in comparison to steering more of Northampton’s
housing requirement to peripheral greenfield land).
However, the potential positive effect is uncertain as the effects of new
development on waste generation will be largely influenced by its
design and the incorporation of sustainable waste management
measures, rather than its location.

-?

A11-132

Housing development in the urban area could result in an increased risk
of flooding as a result of increasing the area of impermeable surfaces
within Northampton and therefore reducing runoff rates. This would
compound the existing risk of flooding, particularly in the central and
western areas of the town where there are large areas of flood zones 2
and 3. Therefore, steering more housing towards the urban area could
potentially result in a negative effect on flood risk. The effect is likely to
be minor rather than significant due to the relatively smaller increase in
urban capacity proposed in the submitted JCS. In addition, the
potential negative effect is uncertain as it is recognised that new
development may offer good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, and
that the effects will depend largely on the specific location of the
housing that comes forward in the town which is not yet known.

December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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Justification

December 2013

Northampton Urban Capacity - 3,250 net additional dwellings as per Preferred Choice
SA Objective
Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
Increase
lead to…?
by 3,250
1. Air quality and noise
j) Reduce the need to
• An increase in motor vehicle trips and increased
travel and facilitate
dependence on car use?
modal shift.
• Sensitive location of new development in areas
k) Reduce/minimise the of high noise levels or poor air quality.
potential increase in
• Support for the objectives of local air quality
congestion.
action plans?
l) Avoid sensitive
• Improvements in existing local public transport
development within
infrastructure or access to public transport?
areas of high noise
• Exacerbating existing traffic congestion hotspots
++/--?
levels or poor air
or improvements to the current situation?
quality.
• The inclusion of policies to enhance air quality
where new development may deliver a means of
doing so?

Justification

Focussing more housing development in the urban area could result in
improved opportunities for sustainable transport use (e.g. walking and
cycling); therefore a significant positive effect is likely in relation to
sustainable transport.
However, focussing more housing in the urban area could mean that a
greater number of people are exposed to noise from traffic and other
urban activities; therefore a potential significant negative effect is
identified in relation to noise although this will depend on the specific
location of housing within the town in relation to the main roads and
other noise-generating development.
The effects on air quality are uncertain and will depend on the location
of the housing in relation to the AQMAs that have been declared in the
centre, south and east of Northampton. However, the number of
AQMAs within the town indicates that negative effects are likely.
Overall, the likely effects of this option are potentially mixed and the
potential negative effect is currently uncertain.

2. Archaeology and cultural
d) Protect the fabric
and setting of
designated and
undesignated
archaeological sites,
monuments,
structures and
buildings, registered
Historic Parks and
gardens, registered
battlefields, listed
buildings and
conservation areas
(or their settings).

heritage
• Development that affects listed buildings,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient
monuments, registered historic parks and
gardens, and registered battlefields (or their
settings)?
• Development being steered to where it can be
accommodated in less sensitive areas?
• Distinctive development that is well related to
the natural environment and characteristic scale,
form materials and detailing of the settlement and
contributes to a sense of place?
• Promotes the enhancement of the
archaeological resource and other aspects of
heritage, such as, parks and open spaces, and
areas with a particular historical or cultural
association?

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The effects of this option on cultural heritage are uncertain and will
depend on the specific location of the housing development in relation
to heritage features which is not yet known. However, the principle of
steering more housing development into the urban area is likely to have
a significant negative effect as urban areas often contain higher
concentrations of heritage features such as listed buildings. It is noted
that much of Northampton’s central area is classed as being of medium
sensitivity to development and there are areas that are of high
sensitivity, particularly in the south of the town. Therefore, a potential
but uncertain significant negative effect is identified.
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Will the plan proposals provide opportunities for
the enhancement of historic assets, townscapes
and landscapes?
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
j) Maintain and
• Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
enhance the
fragmentation and positive enhancement of
structure and
designated wildlife sites protected species and
function of habitats
priority species / habitats within the
and populations of
Northamptonshire BAP?
species, including
• Opportunities for people to come into contact
those specifically
with robust wildlife places whilst encouraging
protected. Enhance
respect for and raising awareness of the
and protect
sensitivity of these sites?
greenspace
• Development which includes the integration of
networks and
ecological conditions and contributes to
habitat connectivity,
improvement in ecological connectivity in rural
including river and
and urban areas?
stream corridors, to
assist in species
migration and
dispersal.
k) Increase the land
area of UK
Biodiversity Action
Plan habitats within
the area.
l) Maintain and
improve the
conservation status
of selected nondesignated nature
conservation sites.
4. Crime and community safety
d) To improve
• Changes in crime levels and fear of crime
community safety,
through improvements to the environment,
reduce crime and
layouts of streets and public space, passive
the fear of crime.
surveillance, lighting etc.
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

Increase
by 3,250

Justification

The effects of this option on biodiversity are uncertain and will depend
on the specific location of the housing development in relation to
biodiversity assets which is not yet known. While it is recognised that
directing more housing development towards the urban area would
steer it away from the more sensitive greenfield areas around the
periphery of the town, there are biodiversity designations within the
town that could be affected by urban development and it is possible for
brownfield sites to harbour valuable biodiversity. It is also recognised
that opportunities may exist to enhance biodiversity through
appropriate design and the incorporation of biodiversity enhancement
measures into the housing development.
Therefore, the likely effects are mixed and currently uncertain.
+/-

0

A11-135

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will
depend on factors such as design proposals rather than its location.
However, these issues will instead be determined though the detailed
proposals for housing developments which will come forward at a later
December 2013

SA Objective

5. Education and training
g) Improve educational
attainment and
promote lifelong
learning.
h) Promote sustainable
modes of travel to
access education.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including consideration of
provision as part of large new residential
developments.
• Improvements in educational attainment,
qualification levels and participation in education
and training.
• Adequate supporting educational infrastructure
associated with new residential developments.
• New education facilities well located in relation
to walking, cycling and public transport routes.

6. Energy and climatic factors
m) Continue to improve
• An average increase in the SAP rating of
energy efficiency of
dwellings?
dwellings.
• A reduction of the average household fuel bill.
n) Continue to increase
• A decrease in oil consumption.
the provision of
• Major developments incorporating renewable
‘affordable warmth’.
energy measures into the design.
o) To decrease the
• An increase in energy efficient measures and
dependency on oil
CHP in the design new developments.
for space heating.
• An increase in the number of large scale
p) Increase the local
renewable energy schemes.
renewable energy
• A better consideration of climate change
generating capacity.
adaptation measures?
7. Health and well being
d) To improve health
• Healthier lifestyles?
and reduce health
• Improved access to healthcare?
inequalities.
• Improve the quality of homes?

Increase
by 3,250

stage. Therefore, the effect on this objective will be negligible.

++?

0

++/--?
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Directing more housing development to the urban area is likely to mean
that residents have convenient access to schools and colleges and may
be more likely to be able to travel via modes other than car. The likely
effects of this option is therefore significantly positive. However there
are uncertainties attached as effects will depend on the specific location
of housing development in relation to existing schools and colleges and
on the capacity of those facilities to accommodate additional demand
from a growing urban population. It is also not yet known whether new
school places would be provided, if required, as part of the new housing
development.
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy
consumption over current consumption in West Northamptonshire, new
development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built
to high standards of energy efficiency. However, these factors will not
be determined by the location of the development (i.e. its location in
the urban area of Northampton or elsewhere); therefore this option is
expected to have a negligible effect on this objective.

Directing more housing development to the urban area of Northampton
is likely to mean that residents have convenient access to existing
healthcare facilities such as doctors surgeries and hospitals and may be
more likely to be able to undertake journeys on foot or by bicycle,
therefore increasing day-to-day levels of activity. The likely effects of
this option on health are therefore significantly positive. However,
there are uncertainties attached as effects will depend on the specific
December 2013

SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?

Increase
by 3,250

Justification
location of housing development in relation to existing healthcare
facilities and on the capacity of those facilities to accommodate
additional demand from a growing urban population. It is also not yet
known whether new healthcare facilities would be provided, if required.
If the new housing development is located within close proximity of the
10 AQMAs that have been declared within and adjacent to
Northampton, there may be significant negative effects on health in
relation to poor air quality. However, this potential negative effect is
again uncertain and cannot be determined without more information
about the location of new development.

8. Labour market and economy
d) To create high
• An adequate supply of land, skills and
quality employment
infrastructure (such as ICT) to meet the
opportunities and
requirements of growth sectors and fully exploit
develop a strong
locational/ economic opportunities while not
culture of enterprise
harming the environment.
and innovation.
• Minimise travel distances to work and
commuting by modes other than the car. Ensuring
access to employment by public transport,
walking and cycling.
• An appropriate range of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

9. Landscape and townscape
g) Ensure that the
• Provide the character areas and SLA’s with the
quality, character
highest level of policy protection, make
and local
appropriate provision for their economic and
distinctiveness of
social wellbeing and reflect Management Plan
the landscape, and
objectives?
the features within
• Encourage development which considers the
them are conserved
existing character, form and pattern of the
and enhanced.
landscape, buildings and settlements?
h) Enhance the form
• Encourage development which incorporates
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum
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The location of housing development will not have a direct effect on the
number of available jobs; however steering more housing development
into Northampton’s urban area could have a significant positive effect
on reducing journey lengths to employment opportunities and providing
opportunities to commute on foot or by bicycle. However, the increase
in urban capacity in part allows for the change in national planning
policy, which allows under permitted development rights for the
conversion of commercial uses and potentially some empty retail uses
to residential uses, which could lead to the loss of jobs or potential
opportunities to create jobs within parts of the urban areas. Therefore
mixed effects are likely overall.

Directing more housing development into the urban area of
Northampton would steer it away from the areas of high landscape
sensitivity that exist around the periphery of the town, particularly to
the north and east; thereby having a potentially significant positive
effect on this objective. However, while large areas of the town are not
classed as sensitive from a landscape point of view, there are significant
areas that are sensitive to development, particularly in the centre and
north. Therefore, the likely positive effect is uncertain depending on
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SA Objective
and design of the
built environment.

10. Material assets
d) To ensure that the
housing stock meets
the housing needs of
the local people.

11. Population
d) To develop and
maintain a balanced
and sustainable
population structure
with good access to
services and
facilities.

12. Social deprivation
d) To reduce spatial
inequalities in social
opportunities.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
green infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc.?
• Encourage development which incorporates
sports infrastructure into the design e.g. public
football pitches, mini pitches, swimming pools?
• Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified
needs, including the needs of the community and
local economy.
• Achieve well-designed compact communities
which are developed at sufficient density to
support viable local services and public transport
provision and which achieve efficient use of land.
• Good access to facilities, particularly by public
transport, walking and cycling.

Increase
by 3,250

the specific location of the development.
New housing development in the urban area of Northampton may also
offer good opportunities to redevelop derelict or unattractive brownfield
sites; thus enhancing the townscape.

It is assumed that the new housing development would be built to high
standards and would be in accordance with JCS Policy H2: Affordable
Housing which specifies that 35% of new housing developments in the
Northampton Related Development Area must be affordable.
++

• Development which delivers an appropriate mix
of housing including affordable housing and
appropriate housing for older people in locations
close to local services/facilities.
• Appropriate community, social and transport
infrastructure.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy SA Addendum

Development in the urban area of Northampton would mean that
residents should have good opportunities to make use of walking and
cycling – this will ensure that new residents have easy access to
services and facilities, even those without a car. Therefore, an overall
significant positive effect is likely.

The provision of housing is addressed separately under SA objective 10
above and so is not considered again as part of this SA objective.

++/--?

• Improved provision of key services in deprived
communities.
• Reduced spatial inequalities in access to
services including healthcare and education and

Justification

++

Development in the urban area is likely to be dispersed rather than
coming forward on one or two larger sites; therefore it is not considered
likely that the new development would result directly in the delivery of
new services and facilities. The fact that development is to be located
within the town means that residents would be able to easily access the
existing community, social and transport infrastructure that is in place
and a significant positive effect is likely. However, it is also recognised
that increased demand may result in them becoming overloaded
depending on existing levels of capacity which is not known at this
stage; therefore a potential significant negative effect is also identified.
Effects are therefore potentially mixed and are currently uncertain.
Access to services and facilities is addressed under SA objectives 5, 7
and 11, so is not considered as part of this objective.
New development in the urban area is likely to be dispersed rather than

A11-138
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SA Objective

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
local/community services.
• Provision of local facilities which are accessible
by walking and cycling and public transport.

Increase
by 3,250

Justification
coming forward on one or two larger sites; therefore it is not considered
likely that the new development would result directly in the delivery of
new services and facilities that might otherwise have benefited any
nearby deprived communities (depending on the location of the
development). However, focussing more new housing development in
the urban area is likely to have a significant positive effect on enabling
access to services by walking, cycling and public transport.

13. Soil, geology and land use
d) Reduce land
• The remediation of contaminated sites?
contamination, and
• Levels of development on brownfield sites that
safeguard soil and
are above the national target of 60%?
geological quality
• Development that protects soil processes and
and quantity.
functions?
• Development that protects sites valued for their
geological characteristics?

Housing development in the urban area of Northampton may offer good
opportunities for re-using previously developed sites rather than
greenfield land – this could potentially increase the likelihood of land
contamination being an issue, particularly where a higher proportion of
housing is steered towards the urban area. However, this is uncertain
and will depend on the specific location of the urban housing
development which is not yet known.
Locating more housing development in urban areas in general is likely
to have a positive effect on soil preservation by steering development
away from greenfield sites in more peripheral locations, which may be
classed as having agricultural value.
-?/++/0

There are a number of Local Geological Sites (formerly RIGS) scattered
throughout Northampton’s urban area, and steering more new homes to
the urban area could theoretically increase the chances of the
development affecting those designations. However, the sites are
mainly very small and are highly dispersed; therefore this is not
considered to be an issue.
Aside from some very small areas in the south of Northampton that are
classed as Category C land, most of the town is classed as Category A
or B in relation to land instability, meaning that there is a negligible risk
of ground instability affecting development in the town..
Overall, the effects of this option are therefore mixed.

14. Waste
d) To reduce waste
generation and

• Explicitly set out to reduce the amount of waste
generated by development and land use change?
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Housing development in the urban area of Northampton may offer good
opportunities for re-using previously developed sites and existing
December 2013

SA Objective
disposal, increase
recycling and
achieve the
sustainable
management of
waste.

15. Water
m) Maintain and
continue to improve
the quality of ground
and river water.
n) Reduce risk of
flooding.
o) Improve efficiency of
water use.
p) Identify
opportunities to
implement strategic
flood risk
management
options/measures to
reflect the objectives
in the River Nene
and Great Ouse
CFMPs.

Appraisal questions. Will the plan/option
lead to…?
• Explicitly encourage development to use recycled materials and make provision for recycling
/ composting in all new development?
• Make positive provision for appropriate sites for
waste management facilities including waste to
energy generation, with landfill being the least
favoured option?
• Encourage the reduction in the production and
movement of hazardous waste?
• Development where adequate water supply, foul
drainage, sewage treatment facilities and surface
water drainage is available?
• Water efficient design and reduction in water
consumption (e.g. rainwater recycling/grey water
reuse and BREEAM/EcoHomes Excellent
Standard)?
• Development which supports and corresponds
with PPS 25 and the flood risk management
policies of the EA?
• Development likely to affect the ecological
status of groundwater and surface water and the
ability of receiving water to accept additional
flows?
• Development that results in increased spills
from combined sewer outlets?
• The incorporation of the flood risk management
policies set out in the River Nene CFMP and the
Great Ouse CFMP?
• Safeguarding of flood storage areas identified in
the Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs?
• Development which incorporates SUDS
(including their long-term maintenance), to
ensure there is no increase in flood risk (and
where possible lead to a reduction in flood risk)?
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Increase
by 3,250

Justification
building materials, which could help to reduce the inevitable wasterelated impacts of new development. Therefore, this option may result
in positive effects (in comparison to steering more of Northampton’s
housing requirement to peripheral greenfield land).
However, the potential positive effect is uncertain as the effects of new
development on waste generation will be largely influenced by its
design and the incorporation of sustainable waste management
measures, rather than its location.

Housing development in the urban area could result in an increased risk
of flooding as a result of increasing the area of impermeable surfaces
within Northampton and therefore reducing runoff rates. This would
compound the existing risk of flooding, particularly in the central and
western areas of the town where there are large areas of flood zones 2
and 3. Therefore, steering more housing towards the urban area could
potentially result in a significant negative effect on flood risk. However,
the potential negative effect is uncertain as it is recognised that new
development may offer good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, and
that the effects will depend largely on the specific location of the
housing that comes forward in the town which is not yet known.
--?
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